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Editorial 


A REALIGNMENT ON THE RIGHT? 


MANY PEOPLE have discussed where the 
English Defence League is going. Will it 
remain a street-based organisation that 
continues to hold provocative and often 
violent marches across the country or will it 
become more political and set itself up as a 
political party? The police certainly seem to 
think the latter. A recent briefing from the 
National Domestic Extremism Team noted 
that the EDL was likely to become a 
political party before too long. 

Whether or not it will is currently unclear. 
Another possibility is that EDL followers will 
drift towards the English Democrats, as 
many of them are already doing. The English 
Democrats, meanwhile, are hoping to 
capitalise on the internal crisis engulfing the 
British National Party. And they are not only 
ones. The UK Independence Party is also 
looking to exploit the BNP's misery and Eddy 
Butler, who was thrown out of the BNP after 
challenging Nick Griffin for the leadership, is 
keeping his powder dry for the time being. 

This month Searchlight carries the first of 
a series of articles looking at a potential 
realignment on the right. 


A CAUSE FOR CONCERN 

The promotion of Marine Le Pen to succeed 
her 82-year-old racist, antisemitic father as 
leader of the extreme-right National Front 
in France should be a cause for concern. 
Let us state clearly that her arrival does not 
indicate a departure from the politics 
promoted by her father. She is as racist as 
he is, albeit she might present her views in 
a softer, more moderate tone. Certainly the 
media have described her as softer and 
more liberal, and as we know reality is 
often perception and so the media's 
presentation of her is both important and 
dangerous. With an increasingly unpopular 
President, who himself shifted right to win 
the votes of her father's supporters, and a 
still disunited opposition, there are growing 
fears that she will herald a new period of 
growth for the French fascists. 


REASSESSING THE MONITORING OF 
EXTREMISM 

Last month we were given an insight into 
the extent of police infiltration and 
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surveillance of the green and eco 
movements. Four undercover officers have 
so far been revealed with perhaps more to 
follow. In addition to monitoring power 
station protesters and Reclaim the Street 
activists, these officers attended anti-racist 
and anti-fascist events. It would appear 
from media reports that the officers, 
directed by their superiors, not only 
monitored but participated and even played 
a leading role in some activities. 

This month's Searchlight reveals how the 
police are failing to deal adequately with 
the threat from the English Defence 
League. While the unit dealing with the 
EDL is different from the one running the 
undercover operation, Chief Superintendent 
Adrian Tudway has run them both. 

We have recently produced a briefing for 
the Home Secretary on police shortcomings 
concerning the EDL. With wider issues 
emerging around the monitoring of 
extremism and the monitors themselves, 
including the incorporation of these 
specialist units into the Metropolitan Police 
Service, it is perhaps an appropriate time for 
the Government to reassess how it defines 
and deals with extremism. 


DEFENDING COMMUNITIES 
This month we announce a new HOPE not 
hate campaign: Oppose the cuts, defend 
our communities. This is not about 
politicising our campaigning wing but 
simply a recognition that the cuts and rising 
living costs will put huge strains on 
communities and is likely to result in an 
increase in fear and insecurity, which could 
well lead to a rise in hatred and violence. 
Our campaign will seek to dispel popular 
myths and arm activists and the public with 
the arguments and tools to defend 
themselves against racists and others who 
seek to divide communities. 


Nok Loa 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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MARINE LE PEN, who last month 
succeeded her 82-year-old father as 
leader of the French National Front, 
is probably better placed than anyone 
else to build on the bigotry Jean-Marie 
Le Pen stirred up over the nearly four 
decades he led the racist party. 
Despite the softer image she has 
cultivated, Ms Le Pen, 42, is as 
hardline as her father on issues such 
as immigration and anti-globalisation, 
but without some of his more 
outrageous sentiments, such as 
viewing the Holocaust as a “detail” 
of the Second World War and 
complaining that there were too many 
non-white players in France's 1998 
World Cup winning football team. 


However she has strong racist 
credentials of her own. During a speech 
in December 2010, she called the 
regular blocking of streets for Muslim 
prayers in French cities an “occupation 
of parts of the territory”, drawing a 
parallel with the German occupation of 
France in the Second World War. 

A lawyer, Ms Le Pen joined the FN 
aged 18 and became head of its legal 
department in 1998. Presenting a 
contrast to the FN's thuggish image, 
and at ease with journalists, she 
attracted media attention in 2002 when 
her father grabbed a shock second 
place in the presidential election. 

She went on to build a political base 
as a regional councillor in Nord-Pas- 


de-Calais, an FN stronghold hit hard 
by industrial decline, and in 2009 
came close to victory in a mayoral 
election. Last year her FN list in Nord- 
Pas-de-Calais secured 22% of the vote 
in regional elections. 

Her aim is remove the stigma from 
the FN, shed its far-right image and 
attract voters from President Nicolas 
Sarkozy's centre-right UMP party. 
With Sarkozy's growing unpopularity, 
polls suggest a modernised and 
reinvigorated FN could come third in 
the 2012 presidential election. 


@ Next month's Searchlight will carry 
a fuller analysis of Marine Le Pen's 
succession. 
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Policing the EDL 


by Nick Lowles 


AFTER EIGHTEEN MONTHS and 
over 30 protests, two distinct 
ways have emerged in which the 
police deal with English Defence 
League demonstrations. 

There are the examples of 
Bradford and Leicester where the 
police forcefully imposed their will 
on the EDL and made it clear they 
rejected its divisive agenda. 

That contrasts with Peterborough, 
Nuneaton and Preston where the 
police sought dialogue and agree- 
ment with the EDL and offered a 
much more neutral approach. 

Several police forces believe this 
latter approach is both effective 
and correct and in this they are 
supported by the Home Office. 

Superintendent Paul Fullwood, 
of Cambridgeshire police, 
articulated this position on BBC 
South East news. “We considered 
banning the march but actually 
we tried to facilitate it so we can 
control where the location is and 
conditions around that like 
numbers and restrictions.” 

The reporter noted that 
Peterborough “saw just a handful 
of arrests while Leicester, which 
did ban the march, [had] more 
than thirty”. 

It appears that Bedfordshire 
police initially adopted the 
Peterborough approach as they 
geared up for the EDL demo in 
Luton this month. They appeared 
to accept unconditionally the EDL's 
desire for a march from the Farley 
Hill estate into the town centre, 
ending with a rally in St George's 
Square, even before there had 
been a formal application. 

Bedfordshire Police's position 
derived from the view that the 
EDL had matured from the violent 
street gang that ran riot in Luton 
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in May 2009 and by agreeing 
to its demands they were 
reducing the chance of the EDL 
causing trouble. 

Outrageously, the belief that 
trouble was more likely if the EDL 
demands were not accepted has 
been promoted by the EDL itself. 

Eventually, it appears, 
Bedfordshire police were forced to 
change their plans after complaints 
about the route of the EDL march. 
After leaving the Parrot pub in 
the centre of the estate, the EDL 
had planned to proceed along 
several narrow residential streets 
into the town centre. The route 
was 1.5 miles and as the marchers 
approached the town centre they 
would have passed through 
increasingly diverse 
neighbourhoods. 

After representations from 
many quarters including HOPE 
not hate, the police have decided 
that the EDL cannot march from 
the Farley estate. They will be 
allowed to meet up at the Parrot 
pub but will then be bussed 
into the town centre where they 
will have a very short march 
through non-residential areas into 
St George's Square. 

Despite this backtracking 
over the route Bedfordshire 
police still wish to maintain a 
neutral and constructive 
engagement with the EDL. 


PETERBOROUGH 
DISORDER 

Not everyone agrees 

with this approach. 

The comparison of arrests 
is both misleading and 
inaccurate. While there 
were indeed far fewer 
arrests in Peterborough, 


that event protest only attracted a 
third of the numbers of Leicester 
and in fact the trouble in 
Peterborough was far worse. 

After the official EDL protest had 
ended a group of 50 EDL 
supporters fought a pitched battle 
with local Muslim youths and anti- 
fascists in a nearby park. At its 
height over 200 were involved and 
it went on for at least five minutes 
before the police arrived and 
restored order. Several people 
appeared seriously injured. 

The police and the Home Office 
have also pointed to Nuneaton 
and Preston for proof that giving 
the EDL a demonstration increases 
the likelihood of the day going off 
without incident. Those who were 
at the two events, particularly 
Nuneaton, have very different 
recollections. In Nuneaton the EDL 
was allowed to march through the 
town centre and several marchers 
threw fireworks, smoke bombs 
and bottles into the crowd of 
counter-protesters who had been 
standing peacefully on the side of 
the road. 

There have been other occasions 
when the EDL has been allowed 

to march and trouble has 

\ ensued, Dudley and Aylesbury 
\ to name but two. 


, DEFINING THE EDL 
There is, however, 
something more fundamental 
determining the police approach 
and that is its misunderstanding 
of what the EDL is and the threat 
it poses. 

The official police and Home 
Office position is being driven by 
the National Domestic Extremism 
Team and the National Public 
Order Intelligence Unit, both of 


which are answerable to Detective 
Chief Superintendent Adrian 
Tudway, the National Coordinator 
for Domestic Extremism. 

In late November Tudway 
announced that while the EDL was 
a threat to community cohesion 
the street gang was certainly not 
an extreme-right organisation. 

This view was explained by 
DC Chris Wyeth, of the National 
Domestic Extremism Team, during 
a briefing to the probation service 
in Luton. He repeated the Tudway 
line that the EDL was not an 
extreme-right organisation by 
presenting it as merely opposing 
Islamic radicalism. 

Wyeth put up a slide under the 
heading “What do the DL 
[Defence League] stand for?" 
on which he quoted from EDL 
literature stating that they 
“oppose radical Islam and Sharia 
law. We are against Al Qaeda both 
home and abroad. We are NOT 
against Islam, nor are we against 
Muslims. It is only the more 
extreme sections of this 
community that we oppose." 

To emphasise the point another 
slide had a montage of EDL 
images with the wording “NOT 
National Socialists" emblazoned 
across it. 

Wyeth even claimed that the 
existence of Muslim, Jewish and 
gay EDL divisions was proof of its 
non-extremist nature. 

Then the presentation got even 
worse. Wyeth claimed that the 
police were concerned more with 
the criminal elements in the EDL, 
principally “football risk groups”, 
than with the political elements, 
which he dismissed as fairly 
harmless. He said that the violence 
that had been seen at some EDL 
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protests was caused by these 
criminal elements rather than 
being politically motivated. 

He added that there had been 
trouble at only 11 of the 27 EDL 
demonstrations — a figure 
Searchlight disputes. 

With the EDL considered not an 
extreme-right organisation and the 
belief that the associated violence 
comes from a fringe element, it is 
hardly surprising that the police 
deal with EDL protests as a law 
and order issue. 

Worse still, many in the police 
point to the EDL's opponents as 
the bigger threat. In the run-up to 
the Peterborough demonstration 
the police in Cambridgeshire were 
being told by London to 
concentrate their intelligence on 
the activities of the Muslim 
Defence League, largely a 
Facebook group that has sprung 
up in reaction to the EDL. 

The police approach is both 
misguided and very dangerous. 
Of course the EDL is not a national 
socialist or a fascist organisation 
but that certainly does not mean 
itis not a right-wing extremist 
organisation. 

Right-wing extremism can be 
defined as “fascism" but it can 
also include nationalist, racist, 
authoritarian, xenophobic or 
extreme religious ideology. 

It could represent itself in support 
for supremacism — a belief of 
superiority of one group over 
another, just as it could promote 
segregation and separation. 

It can as easily encompass anti- 
immigrant populist parties, 
old-style authoritarian regimes 

or even monarchist groups. 

While the EDL emerged as a 
reaction to the activities of 
Islamic extremists on the streets 
of Luton, it is clearly motivated 
by opposition to all Muslims and 
Islam as a religion. Vile and 
abusive anti-Muslim chants are 
commonly heard on EDL 
protests, demonstrations against 
mosques and shops selling 
halal meat occur across the 
country and EDL-inspired 
indiscriminate attacks against 
Asians are increasing. 

From top to bottom, the EDL is 
racist and Islamophobic. One of its 
leaders has recently been charged 
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for calling for Muslims to die on 

a recent EDL demonstration. 
Kevin Smith, a leading EDL activist 
from Dudley, received an eight- 
week suspended prison sentence 
for placing a pig's head on the 
wall of Dudley central mosque. 
Ashley White was prosecuted for 
smashing a window and threat- 
ening staff of an Indian restaurant 
in Bridgwater. “I'm going to cut 
your face,” he told one employee, 
“because I'm EDL". 

When EDL supporters went on 
the rampage in Luton in May 
2009, they indiscriminately 
attacked Asians and their property. 
During an EDL protest in Dudley 
last year a Hindu temple was 
attacked, and after the EDL 
demonstration in Leicester 
hundreds of supporters broke 
away and tried to enter a largely 
Muslim area of the city to confront 
local youths. 

These were not acts against 
Islamic extremists but against the 
Muslim community. They were 
racist attacks. 

Much of this anti-Muslim 
rhetoric comes directly from the 
EDL leadership. Officially 
produced EDL placards and 
merchandise carry blatant anti- 
Islam messages. Racist and 
anti-Muslim chants are regularly 
heard at EDL protests with no 
condemnation from the leadership 
and Stephen Lennon, the EDL 
leader better known as Tommy 
Robinson, repeatedly riles against 
Islam as a religion in television and 
radio interviews. 

Recently the EDL in Luton 
warned the manager of a local 
shopping centre of serious 
consequences if he did not retract 
an offer to open up a room for 
religious followers of all 
denominations. Unfortunately 
the manager pulled back. 

It was the EDL leaders who 
invited Pastor Terry Jones to the 
UK. It is the EDL leaders who 
have linked up with the French 
fascist and anti-Muslim group, 
Identity Bloc. It is the EDL leaders 
who have welcomed into their 
ranks many current and former 
British National Party, Combat 
18 and Blood and Honour 
members, sometimes in 
senior positions. 


In his presentation DC Wyeth 
spoke of a difference between the 
EDL in the north of England and 
the organisation in the south. 
That is the case but let us not 
delude ourselves that the EDL 
leadership, which is mainly based 
in the south, is somehow not 
extremist. After all, most of the 
EDL leaders in Luton have passed 
through the ranks of the BNP 
over just the past few years. 
While they might say, perhaps 
genuinely, that they have moved 
on, they still joined and obviously 
agreed to a large degree with the 
BNP's racist agenda. 

A correct definition and 
understanding of the EDL as an 
extreme-right organisation would 
surely lead to a different policing 
approach. Contrast this laissez- 
faire attitude to the EDL to the 
heavy surveillance and infiltration 
of the green movement. 


FEAR IN COMMUNITIES 
There is a further deficiency in the 
policing of EDL demonstrations, 
which partly derives from a failure 
to understand the organisation. 
The Home Office, guided by the 
National Domestic Extremism 
Team and the National Public 
Order Intelligence Unit, appear to 
view the EDL simply as a law and 
order issue. This, | suppose, is 
logical if the starting point is that it 
is not an extremist or inherently 
violent organisation and where 


violence occurs it is instigated 
either by its opponents or by a 
fringe criminal element. 

The policing of the EDL is largely 
left to individual police forces to 
deal with as they would a high risk 
football match. A peaceful EDL 
protest is the police's priority and 
they respond accordingly with 
little concern or interest about the 
wider impact. 

This short-sighted approach is 
dangerous as the real impact of an 
EDL protest is this wider impact. 

The activities of the EDL give 
comfort and encouragement to 
racists up and down the country. 
They also provide these people 
with an identity and apparent 
justification to carry out acts of 
violence and criminality. There are 
growing reports of people 
identifying themselves with the 
EDL when carrying out racist 
attacks. A disturbing number of 
reports have come, from across 
the country, of identification with 
the EDL by kids in playground and 
gang fights. 

Conversely, the EDL brings fear 
to Muslim communities. An EDL 
demonstration creates the same 
tension and unease among 
minority communities as would a 
National Front march, if not more 
so because of the numbers 
involved. To many people, 
particularly in those communities 
being targeted, the EDL is 
indistinguishable from the NF and 
BNP. That itself should be 
instructive for the police. 

Even more worrying is how 
the activities of the EDL 
wind up and assist the 
very Muslim extremist 
groups the EDL claims 
to oppose. This view 
was advanced by 

Det Supt John Larkin, 

head of the West 

Midlands Counter 
Terrorism Unit. 

In a radio interview 
late last year he commented: 
“In some areas, we have 
evidence that once they have 
gone and the high-profile 
policing of the event has 
occurred, there's fertile 
ground for those groups who 
would come in to encourage 
people to have this reality — this 


While the EDL emerged as a reaction to the activities of Islamic 
extremists on the streets of Luton it is clearly motivated by 
opposition to all Muslims and Islam as a religion. Vile and 
abusive anti-Muslim chants are commonly heard on EDL 
protests, demonstrations against mosques and shops selling 
halal meat occur across the country and EDL-inspired 
indiscriminate attacks against Asians are increasing. 

From top to bottom, the EDL is racist and Islamophobic. 


is the way white Western society 
sees US. 

“And that's a potential recruiting 
carrot for people and that's 
what some of these radicalisers 
look for — they look for the 
vulnerability, for the hook to pull 
people through and when the 
EDL have been and done what 
they've done, they perversely leave 
that behind.” 

By refusing to look at the wider 
impact of the EDL and instead 
seeing it as a narrow law and 
order issue the Home Office, 
through the National Public Order 
Intelligence Unit, is only making 
the problem worse. 

With 2,000 officers on duty 
Bedfordshire police are probably 
correct in believing that they can 
control the EDL demonstration on 
5 February. The question is, at 
what cost? 

There is already evidence that 
Islamic extremist groups in the city 
are using the EDL demonstration as 
a recruiting tool, both to call for a 
defence of the Muslim community 
and to castigate British Christian 
society as inherently anti-Muslim. 

By agreeing to the EDL wish to 
start its march on the Farley Hill 
estate before proceeding into 
town, the police were reinforcing 
the perception of segregation and 
separation of the town. The EDL 
plans amounted to nothing more 
than a carnival of macabre. 


ALTERNATIVES 

It does not have to be this way. 
Bradford.and Leicester showed 
how the police can adopt a quite 
different approach that not only 
keeps the EDL away from local 
people but actually reflects the 
wishes of the community they are 
supposed to serve. 


In both cases the police worked 
with the local councils to restrict 
the activities of the EDL. They also 
went out of their way to reassure 
people, including minority 
communities, that they were on 
hand to defend them even to the 
point of having officers stationed 
outside key mosques on the day of 
the protest. Officers wore peace 
ribbons ahead of the EDL protest 
and actively engaged with the 
media about not allowing trouble. 

And in both cases people 
responded appreciatively. They felt 
that the police and council were 
on their side and as a result there 
was little momentum to take to 
the streets to “defend” the town 
against the EDL. 

Obviously in both Bradford 
and Leicester there was 
opposition to this approach, not 
least from the Home Office, 
which made it quite clear that it 
opposed banning and restricting 
the EDL. However the political 
leadership of the council, 
combined with police chiefs with 
strong community ties, forced 
through this approach and they 
have been warmly applauded as 
a result. 

As long as the police refuse to 
see the EDL as a right-wing 
extremist organisation and fail 
to appreciate the wider impact 
it has on communities and social 
cohesion there is going to be 
trouble. The EDL is emerging as a 
new social movement and is the 
largest threat to peaceful 
communities at the moment. 

As such it requires a political 
response. 

Leicester and Bradford, 
however, have shown us that 
another approach is both possible 
and successful. a 
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Waiting in the wings | 


The crisis engulfing the British National Party opens opportunities for other right-of-centre 
parties and might perhaps lead to the formation of a new party altogether. Beginning a 
series of articles on right-wing alternatives to the BNP, Nick Lowles, Simon Cressy and 
David Williams look at the English Democrats Party. 


obin Tilbrook senses that this 

might at last be his moment. 

After several years struggling to 
get his party, which he has personally 
bankrolled, noticed he believes that the 
time for the English Democrats Party 
(EDP) has arrived. 

The EDP was formed in 2002 to call 
for the establishment of an English 
Parliament. It positions itself on the right 
but denies it is racist, though this claim is 
undermined by the involvement of 
many leading activists from the English 
Defence League. 

It has contested European, parliamen- 
tary and local elections but with very little 
success. Its one moment of glory was 
when Peter Davies, son of Philip Davies, 
the Conservative MP for Shipley, was 
elected Mayor of Doncaster in 2009. 

With some high profile supporters, 
such as the columnist and TV critic Garry 
Bushell, the EDP thought the Doncaster 
result would herald a new chapter for the 
party. This failed to materialise and it 
continued its poor run of election results. 

In the 2010 general election the EDP 
fielded 107 candidates, enabling it to 
qualify for a party election broadcast, 
but only saved its deposit in Doncaster 
North, the seat of the Labour leader 
Ed Miliband. 

Last month the party stood in the 
Oldham East and Saddleworth by- 
election but despite running a vigorous 
and expensive campaign it received only 
144 votes, one less than the Monster 
Raving Loony Party. By contrast the BNP 
received 1,560 votes. 

And this is the heart of the EDP's 
problem. Whatever its internal and 
political deficiencies the presence and 
profile of the BNP has restricted 
opportunities for the EDP. Tilbrook has 
long understood that his party would be 


10 | Searchlight | February 2011 


able to prosper only if the BNP collapsed. 

In the run-up to 2009 European 
election the EDP formed an alliance with 
the England First Party in the North 
West region. The EFP, led by Mark 
Cotterill, is a minuscule hard-right group 
based in East Lancashire. Its politics are 
quite different from the EDP, but they 
share a belief in an English Parliament 
and a hatred of the BNP. 

The two parties worked together, 
the EFP providing organisational and 
logistical support for the EDP. It was 
unclear whether the EDP would have 
been able to stand without it. 

The driving force behind this link-up 
was Steve Uncles, the EDP’s national 
membership secretary, and Michael 
Cassidy, its Yorkshire chairman. Both are 
on the right of the party and appeared 
to favour a deeper link with the far 
right. Tilbrook agreed with the plan but 
he was driven more by short-term 
advantage, namely trying to stop 
Nick Griffin being elected as an MEP, 
which he believed would massively 
boost the BNP and end EDP hopes of 
becoming a major political party. 

The plan only narrowly failed, but 
although Griffin was elected the 
BNP has not made the expected wider 
breakthrough and with its current 
internal problems and financial crisis the 
EDP senses another opportunity. 

Tilbrook appears to have been keen 
to bring disillusioned BNP members 
into the EDP. However when former 
BNP members in Merseyside, Cumbria 
and Yorkshire began joining the English 
Democrats, it caused some rumblings 
of discontent. 

It was the courting of Richard 
Barnbrook that caused most anger. 

Last November Barnbrook, who resigned 
from the BNP in August, approached the 


English Democrats. He knew that to 
retain his seat on the London Assembly, 
where he sits as an independent, he 
needed the financial and organisational 
support of a political party. Cliff Dixon, 
the party's vice chair in London, voiced 
his concern but was told by Tilbrook to 
keep an open mind and that the final 
decision would be taken by the London 
Committee, chaired by Roger Cooper. 

Uncles had other ideas and was keen 
to push Barnbrook's application through 
as fast as possible. 

Separately, Tilbrook had been in 
discussions with Eddy Butler, the former 
BNP national organiser who was 
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Robin Tilbrook: 
believes his party can 
benefit from the crisis 
in the BNP 


expelled from the party after challenging 
Griffin for the leadership. However the 
two had different agendas. Tilbrook was 
looking to build the EDP while Butler 
was not convinced that the EDP, 
particularly in its current form, was the 
right party for him. Conscious that he 
had to keep the racial nationalists on 
board, Butler was unhappy with the 
EDP's moderate nationalist programme. 
Rather, he preferred the idea of uniting 
the broad nationalist movement, from 
the racial nationalists to the right-wing 
populists, around a few shared themes 
while a longer discussion took place 
about what kind of party was needed. 


Some have argued that Butler was 
biding time for Andrew Brons to make 
his move. While the Yorkshire MEP has 
stayed loyal to the BNP he is increasingly 
acting independently and separately 
from Griffin. Butler, though no longer in 
the BNP, works for Brons. 

Dixon became increasingly concerned 
about the actions of Tilbrook and 
Uncles. Eventually he decided to speak 
out after the party hired Jim Dowson to 
run its fundraising. Not only did the 
EDP's appeal letters look remarkably 
similar to those Dowson wrote for the 
BNP during the three years he worked 
for the party, but Dixon believed that 
Butler now had the EDP's entire 
membership list. 

After Barnbrook was accepted into the 
EDP at its January national council 
meeting, Dixon broke ranks and went 
public with his outrage. 

He was quickly followed by Ed 
Abrams, a member of the EDP's national 
council, who had already resigned from 
the party in disgust at the courting of 
BNP members. 

“It does not please me one little bit to 
see the current turmoil that the party 
that | still consider to be my political 
home is in but if it is to survive then 
Tilbrook and Uncles have to go," 
Abrams declared. 

“| therefore call upon the loyal 
members of the English Democrats Party 
to call for a EGM and propose a vote of 
no confidence in Tilbrook and Uncles. 

“Please remember that ENGLAND 
comes before everything, Uncles and 
Tilbrook have had there [sic] day, the 
cause and the good name of your party 
comes first and only by passing a vote 
of no confidence in these two will you 
be able to wipe the slate clean and 
move forward." 


FACT FILE 
English 
Democrats Party 


Leader Robin Tilbrook 
Membership 3,400 
Publication English Voice 
Launched 2002 


Key members 

Steven Uncles, Elaine Cheeseman, 
Michael Cassidy, David Ford Lane, 
Derek Hilling, Roger Cooper, 
Peter Davies 


Politics 

The EDP is an English nationalist 
party committed to establishing a 
devolved English Parliament like 
those in Scotland and Wales. 

It refutes the idea that it is left or 
right, but demands “the right to 
enjoy and celebrate Englishness”. 
It also advocates withdrawal from 
the European Union. 


Also supporting this position was 
Alistair Barbour, the BNP's former 
Carlisle organiser who switched his 
allegiance to the EDP in protest at the 
extremism of the BNP. He too resigned 
from the EDP after other BNP members 
began to join though claims still to be 
loyal to the party's overall aims. 

“Do yourselves a favour, stay a 
progressive moderate party and do not 
allow the likes of Butler Barnbrook etc to 
take you to the right,” he wrote. “Tell 
them to crawl back to Griffin were [sic] 
they belong and take Uncles with them. 

“Don't let another so called nationalist 
party destroy England's chances of 
recognition and salvation." 

The EDP is in a state of flux. The crisis 
in the BNP, which appeared to present 
an opportunity to the EDP to emerge 
out of the political margins, now seems 
to be spreading to the EDP. Whether the 
party can emerge stronger will be 
determined partly by what happens to 
the BNP but also by its own members’ 
reactions to the arrival of former BNP 
members in their ranks. a 
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THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY'S 
treasury department appears to 
have “lost” — some say 
misappropriated — nearly £90,000 of 
funds belonging to its local groups, 
according to the party's 2009 
accounts, released last month. 

The BNP's national and regional 
accounts were submitted to the 
Electoral Commission two days 
before the fines for their late 
submission would have doubled to 
£2,500. They reveal the full horror 
of the disaster area that is the BNP’s 
treasury department. 

Even Nick Griffin could not deny it. 
“The patchiness of our profession- 
alisation programme inevitably 
produced internal stresses and gaps, 
including in due course the late 
submission of accounts,” he wrote in 
his chairman's introduction. 

Clive Jefferson, the BNP’s fifth 
treasurer since the start of 2009, spoke 
more plainly. “From what | have been 
able to determine, the root of the 
problem was the inability of central 
treasury and accounting unit staff to 
implement new systems adequate to 
cope with the massive increase in 
income and expenditure in 2009, 
compounded with the failure of 
professional accountants brought in to 
address the weaknesses they were 
expected to rectify. Both | and the 
party Chairman are frankly at a 
loss to understand why this was 
the case”. 

It was not of course the 
moronic Jefferson's fault. “| was 
appointed the Party's Treasurer 
on 28th October 2010, which 
was subsequent to the records 
for 2009 being made available 
to the auditor. | can provide no 
information of any value 
regarding the accounts.” 

The “professional accountants” 
were those supplied by Jim Dowson 
in Belfast, until late last year the 
much hyped fundraising and 
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By Sonia Gable 


management consultant, until he fell 
out with Griffin and Patrick Harrington, 
Griffin's old comrade from his National 
Front political soldier days, who now 
helps Griffin run the BNP. 

The regional accounts, which bring 
together the income and expenditure 
of all the party's local groups, similarly 
include an “I know nothing” claim by 
the new regional treasurer James Mole, 
who took over from David Hannam in 
mid September 2010. He must be 
hoping to avoid blame for the 
reconciliation of branches’ and groups’ 
balances, which concludes that only 
£4,496 is available to meet the 
£93,579 the party supposedly owes its 
branches, meaning that local units are 
only “entitled to 4.8p in the pound”. 

No explanation is given for how this 
happened. But on 16 January, Eddy 
Butler, who last summer failed in his 
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Jefferson BNP 
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challenge to Nick Griffin for the party 
leadership, wrote: “I recommend that all 
local units open their own bank 
accounts ... If you want to be able to 
hold on to your locally raised money it is 
vital, no it is essential, that you do this.” 


LEADERSHIP FAILURE 

Griffin judges that 2009 was the 
party's “best year ever” because of its 
European election success, but that 
victory held within it the seeds of the 
party's subsequent decline, because of 
the “energy that had to be expended 
at the top of the party getting to grips 
with the mechanics and responsibilities 
of representing British interests in the 
European Parliament”. In other words 
being an MEP means he cannot lead 
the party properly. 

Silver & Co, the party's auditors, 
considered that, despite the admitted 
failures to keep adequate records, the 
financial statements “give a true and 
fair view of the state of the Party's 
affairs as at 31st December 2009 ... in 
so far as a full disclosure of the facts has 
been made in these accounts. But they 
cannot be classed as ‘true and fair’ 
under the usual definition of that term." 

Quite what that means is anyone's 
guess, especially as their report goes 
on to state: “we have to accept that 

we cannot form an opinion as to the 

completeness of the financial 
statements, as we have had to 
base them on the information 
submitted, and controls were not 
in place to ensure the 
information on which these 
financial statements are based 
is complete”. 

The accounts amply 
demonstrate the incompleteness 
of the BNP's records. They 
confirm that the party's income 

increased to nearly £2 million 
although only £1.26 million was 
donations. Griffin previously claimed 
that Dowson raised £1.6 million, to 
which Butler's response on seeing the 


accounts was a bald “Nick Griffin lied”. 

Membership income reportedly rose 
from £166,006 in 2008 to £626,180, 
although members only went up from 
9,801 to 12,632. Noting the 
inconsistency, the accounts add: “The 
figure shown seems high and may 
include an element of donation 
income”. An alternative explanation is 
that the BNP succeeded in persuading 
members to take out life membership, 
which would mean lower membership 
income in future years. 

Income from commercial activities 
is well down — from £130,000 to 
under £30,000. Apparently the central 
party failed to sell a single copy of its 
two publications, Voice of Freedom 
and /dentity. 

Costs of commercial activities grew 
to £450,000, resulting in a huge loss. 
However the auditors were unable to 
split the huge costs of printing, 
postage and delivery between 
commercial activities and election 
material. That must mean the party's 
return of expenditure for the European 
election cannot be correct. 

Trafalgar Club costs of £23,900 were 
possibly really printing costs and as for 
the income from the club, which exists 
to raise money for the party, it is 
nowhere to be found. 


“UNKNOWN CHEQUES” 
A sum of £32,400 is described simply 
as “unknown cheques" and another 
£11,300 as “cash drawn” with “no 
details entered” in the records. 
Amounts totalling £23,528 were simply 
referenced invoice held by D Hannam. 
Hannam was widely derided as 
incompetent at the time of the internal 
rebellion in winter 2007/08 when he 
was regional treasurer, but was 
promoted to national treasurer in 
February 2010 and in July boasted that 
everything was in place to ensure all 
financial statements were submitted on 
time. By October he was out of that 
job, but had been moved to a lucrative 
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post on the BNP MEPs' staff, paid out 
of European Parliament funds. 

Simon Darby, the BNP's former 
deputy chairman, also failed to 
account for expenditure, with “no 
documentation” available to cover a 
payment of £3,000 for “security costs” 
while he was treasurer. 

A further £37,450 was paid to 
John Walker with “no documentary 
evidence ... to show what these 
payments covered”. Walker has held 
various jobs in the party, including 
national treasurer, and is currently on 
the staff of the BNP’s MEPs. 

The accounts show the party spent 
£168,000 on additions to its vehicles, 
equipment, fixtures and fittings. 
However a note indicates that the 
party was uncertain which of these 
assets actually existed and many may 
have been scrapped because the party 
has closed most of its offices. 

Writing off the doubtful assets in the 
2009 accounts would of course have 
increased the loss of £57,202, a far cry 
from the profit the party has at various 
times claimed it achieved in the year. 
The loss increased the party's net 
insolvency to £361,000, as a result of 
which it owed over £355,000 to 
suppliers and £37,000 to HM Revenue 
and Customs. 

Among those owed money was 
Dowson's company Adlorries.com Ltd. 
The accounts confirm that “a 
considerable amount of transactions 
were paid through and processed 
through" this company, justifying 
Searchlight's analysis that Dowson 
virtually owned the BNP. The company 
invoiced the BNP £741,290 in 2009, 
including £58,680 of management 
fees for running the Belfast call centre, 
part of the £162,000 a year Dowson 
was paid by the party. However even 
Dowson had to wait for his money. 


At 31 December 2009 the BNP owed 
his company £71,967. 

Another accusation that the 
accounts prove correct is that the party 
massively inflated its payroll, providing 
jobs for those in Griffin's favour. 
Expenditure on staff costs more than 
doubled to £660,000 in 2009, though 
this includes around £100,000 of 
consultancy fees paid to Dowson. 

The increase was despite the fact that 
many party staff were moved onto the 
MEPs' European Parliament payroll in 
the second half of the year. 

The party also spent the huge sum 
of £33,519 on installing a security 
system for Griffin. Andrew Brons, 
the party's Yorkshire MEP, only 
merited £9,136, as did Emma Utley, 
Brons's daughter. 

Jefferson states that a programme 
has been agreed with the auditor to 
ensure that the 2010 accounts are 
submitted on time and that “we are 
able to repair to a large extent any 
possible deficiencies in the operation of 
the Treasury department in 2010". 
Deficiencies in the party's finances will 
be harder to repair. The party ended 
2010 unable to pay its printers, with 
staff waiting for their wages and 
mounting legal expenses. 

On 18 January 2011 Griffin was 
required to pay £45,000 into court as a 
result of having to withdraw a court 
case against four former employees. 
He failed to make the payment and 
has asked for a stay of execution to 
keep the bailiffs from his and Darby's 
doors. With donations drying up and 
demoralised members deserting the 
failing party, the BNP is unlikely to dig 
itself out of its deep financial hole. &@ 

A more detailed analysis of the 
BNP accounts ap; 
www.hopenothate.org.uk. 
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Hore news 


Alfred or bust 


Sonia Gable examines the BNP’s failure in last month's Oldham 
and Saddleworth parliamentary by-election 


WHEN CLIVE JEFFERSON was 
appointed British National Party 
national elections officer three weeks 
after the BNP’s dismal results in last 
May’s general and local elections, he 
announced “ambitious plans to 
revolutionise our elections machine 
based on the new high-tech methods 
developed by the Labour Party and the 
American digital campaign experts, 
Blue State Digital”. 

His utter failure resulted in the 
BNP’s worst ever vote in Oldham and 
Saddleworth on 13 January. 

The party had hoped to capitalise on 
media coverage of “street grooming” 
of young teenage girls and paranoid 
claims of “censorship” of its candidate 
Derek Adams. The result, just 1,560 
votes, fifth place and a lost deposit, are 
testimony to voters’ growing rejection 
of the BNP and to the ongoing 
problems in the party, which imposed 
a centrally chosen candidate over the 
local activists’ choice, with the result 
that the branch washed their hands of 
the campaign. 

Nick Griffin, the party leader, 
admitted that the result was 
“disappointing”. Of course it was 
not his fault, nor that of the over- 
promoted Jefferson, who made 
“stupendous” efforts. 

First in the firing line was the UK 
Independence Party which 
committed the heinous 
crime of spending 
money on its cam- 
paign, resulting 
in the party 
achieving its 
best result in 
the constituen- 
cy for ten years. 
This upset 
Griffin 
because, 
despite 
appeals for 
donations, the 
BNP had very 
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little to spend as Griffin has wasted so 
much on reckless court cases against 
former employees, prolonging settle- 
ment of the Equality Commission's 
legal action, provoking the makers of 
Marmite and allegedly employing staff 
who sit around doing nothing. 

The party had also not fully 
exploited postal voting. “We should 
have made the job of getting our 
supporters postal votes en masse 
standard after the first win we had in 
Barking ... but inexplicably and 
unforgivably it was left undone.” 

This was a sideswipe at Eddy Butler, 
Jefferson's predecessor as head of the 
elections department, who was 
expelled after he challenged Griffin for 
the leadership. 

As for the “new data-based elections 
fighting system” that the party claimed 
to have rolled out last autumn, well 
the system is still “under 
construction’, the party’s elections 
department had to catch up after “half 
a decade of ... clearly deliberate 
neglect” and “even when everything is 
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financial recklessness = 5 
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starved Derek Adams or \ 


fully up to speed, large parts of ‘Alfred’, 
as we have named our system, can 
only ever be as good as the local 
branch using them”. 

So it was also the fault of the local 
branch for not selling the party’s 
Freedom newspaper door-to-door 
and doing “regular community and 
local newsletter work on the streets 
and doorsteps, relentlessly, for 
several years”. 

Griffin revealed that the benefits of 
“Alfred” would take two years to kick 
in, coincidentally or not, the same 
period he says he wants to remain as 
party leader. Until it does, and even 
then only if the local organisation uses 
it properly, the party will continue to 
fall behind, according to Griffin, 
providing a ready excuse for future 
electoral failures and plenty of time for 
a string of new fundraising appeals. 

Meanwhile in preparation for the 
Barnsley Central by-election the BNP 
has replaced its regional organiser 
Chris Beverley with Ian Kitchen, the 
party’s Wakefield organiser and Griffin 
loyalist. The BNP claims this will allow 
Beverley to spend more time on his 
European constituency job for Andrew 
Brons MEP. 

Butler, probably correctly, takes a 
more jaundiced view. Claiming the 
party was desperate for Beverley not to 
show up Jefferson by achieving a 
better result in Barnsley than in 
. Oldham, he adds: “Chris 
__. Beverley was one of the 

» last remaining 
+ competent Regional 
Organisers, one of the 
last capable election 
campaigners and 
one of the last 
» independent 
ee voices left on the 
"ses Advisory Council. 
) As such his 
replacement was 
inevitable and long 
overdue.” = 


F; 


[EDL news in brief. news in brief 


Obama outburst 
TONY DAVIS from Torbay in 
Devon is known in EDL circles 


as being one of the more 
“mature” members who 
regularly turn out at 
demonstrations. He also lets 
off steam by uploading his 
vile opinions in online video 
rants on YouTube. 

His Facebook behaviour is 
little better. One of his latest 
outbursts advocated the 
killing of US President Barack 
Obama. Davis, 65, wrote: 
“Until the sand n***r in the 

| shite house is assassinated 
the west is f***ed". 
Charming fellow. 


EDL homophobes 


DESPITE CLAIMS that the English Defence League is 
not homophobic, Leeds EDL seems to prefer proving 
the opposite. 

Three EDL activists linked to the violent Leeds United 
hooligan outfit, the Service Crew, entered the well 
known Queens Court gay pub and nightclub in Leeds 
city centre last month and started to abuse customers 
by using homophobic language. After being asked to 
leave, the drunken thugs began to throw furniture 
around and tried to attack the staff. Police were called 
and the three were promptly arrested and charged 
with affray aggravated by homophobia. 


Ticket sellers 


PERHAPS SOMEBODY 
can explain how Leicester 
EDL was able to offer 
tickets for sale for Leicester 
v Millwall for £14. 

The fixture had been 
graded “gold” meaning, 
among other things, that 
tickets cost £2 more than 
usual. The cheapest 
available ticket from the 
club was £26. 


BNP minder is new EDL organiser 


SOUTH BIRMINGHAM EDL seems to be in new hands, albeit temporarily. 
The organiser for the division is taking some time off from being a violent hooligan 


to spend some quality time with his longsuffering family. 
Not to worry, the new organiser is familiar to Searchlight 
readers; it is none other than the key British National Party 


security man Stuart Bates. Bates is more usually seen 
protecting his leader Nick Griffin around the country, 


including at Griffin's appearance on the BBC's Question 


Time in October 2009. 


Griffin has personally proscribed BNP members from any \ 
association with the EDL. He must have forgotten to 
mention this to Bates as well as the “fact” that the EDL is 
part of a supposed Zionist conspiracy to undermine 


the BNP. Judging by the state of Griffin as he fled 
into the night outside the journalists’ Frontline 
Club in London last month, after being 
confronted as he arrived to take part 
in a debate, it appears that the 
Cambridge boxing blue needs all the 
help he can get. ii 
lipids. 


Bad taste 


Guramit Singh is the EDL's police 
liaison officer, currently bailed to 
liaise with Nottinghamshire Police at 
his nearest police station on 5 
February, the day of the EDL's Luton 
protest. Singh is normally entrusted 
with ensuring the EDL troops get to 
their riots on time with enough ale 
dispensed along the way. 

When not laying down the law to 
the constabulary, Singh likes to post 
news from Pakistan on his Facebook 
page. What joy for him last month 
when southwest Pakistan was hit by 
a strong earthquake. The idea is that 
his fellow guardians of all that is stiff 
upper lipped and British comment 
on the stories. “Well done allah 
20 billion worship u and u shit all 
over them. earth quakes floods. wot 
a religion. guess u lot got it wrong,” 
wrote one of Singh's followers. 
Needlessly to say, Singh is neither 
the defender of this great language 
of ours, nor a candidate for the 
diplomatic corps, as he immediately 
broke out into approving cyber 
smiles. How the Pakistani Christians 
the EDL is currently courting feel 
about all this, we will have to wait 
and see. 
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The rise and fall 
of Kirklees BNP 


By Sam King 


stalwart of Kirklees 
British National 
Party has shocked 


his fellow members by 
announcing his resignation 
from the party. 

The announcement at the 
end of December by David 
Exley, a former councillor, 
follows a fall in the party’s 
fortunes in the district that 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
once described as “the jewel 
in the BNP crown”. 

At its peak the BNP 
had three councillors in 
Kirklees, which encom- 
passes Huddersfield and 
Dewsbury, and looked likely 
to gain several more. In the 
2005 general election Exley 
stood as the BNP 
parliamentary candidate in 
Dewsbury and received the 
highest number of votes 
cast for any BNP candidate 
in the country. 

There were so many 
party members in Kirklees 
that they divided into 
two branches, North 
Kirklees under the control 
of Nick Cass and South 
Kirklees with Robert Walker 
as its organiser. 

But following a collapse in 
the local organisation and 
unhappiness at how the 
party is being run 
nationally, Kirklees BNP 
finds itself back as a single 
branch which thankfully 
seems on its knees. 

Exley claimed that Griffin 
was taking the party in the 
wrong direction and was 
running the party as a 
dictatorship. “He's a dictator 
who's surrounded himself 
with ‘yes’ men and he sues 
anyone who disagrees with 
him,” said Exley. “Anyone 


who knows me knows I’m 
not a ‘yes’ man. That’s why 
I’ve left the party. To be 
honest, it was a mistake to 
stand for them at the 
[general] election.” 

Exley, who lost his council 
seat in 2008, was the second 
of the BNP’s Kirklees 
councillors to quit the party. 
Colin Auty, who won a seat 
in Dewsbury East in 2006, 
launched a campaign to 
oust Griffin as party leader 
in 2008. His attempt failed, 
with Auty claiming the BNP 
party machine had rallied 
against him, and he left the 
party shortly afterwards. 

At the time Auty said: 
“Nick Griffin is causing the 
stagnation of the party, 
with his holocaust denial, 
saying Islam is a wicked 
religion. It stops people 
voting for people like me 
and David Exley.” 

The man now in control 
of Kirklees BNP appears to 
be the less than dynamic 
Roger Roberts, the party’s 
third former councillor in 
the district. Yet even Roberts 
is placing the blame for the 
collapse of Kirklees BNP 
firmly at Griffin’s door. 

Roberts told the 
Huddersfield Examiner, 
“There has been a lot of 
internal feuding and splits 
within the party. The big 
problem is Nick Griffin and 
it has been for a long time. 
When he was elected to the 
European Parliament he 
should have stood down as 
leader. He has brought the 
party as far as he can and he 
should stand down now.” 

The BNP fielded 
candidates in 22 of the 23 
council wards in 2010, but 
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(top) David Exley and (below) Colin Auty 


Roberts has revealed that 
this will not be repeated in 
2011. “I’ve always said it was 
silly contesting every ward 
and I think we should 
concentrate on half a dozen 
wards most of them in North 
Kirklees where we have a 
chance,” said Roberts. 

Roberts himself stood 
in the last general election in 
Dewsbury only to see the 
BNP vote plummet from 
13.1% to just 6%. It was 
double trouble for Roberts 
as the BNP was finally wiped 
off the Kirklees electoral 
map after he lost his 
Heckmondwike seat, coming 
a distant third in the poll. 

Meetings appear to have 
dried up and local activists 
have lost faith with the party 
and drifted away, yet Roger 
Roberts told the Examiner, 
“The main nucleus is still 
there and we have to look to 
rebuild. We should be 
moving forward in leaps and 
bounds.” 

There are no signs of that 
happening. The party that 
once held the balance of 
power on Kirklees council 
has dwindled to political 
insignificance. & 


Young 
nazi 
boosts 
Milton 
Keynes 
BNP 


By Sonia Gable 


Kieren Trent (left) and Matt Tait 
flank the banner under which they 
are defying the trend of BNP decline 


THE EXCLUSION from the 
UK of the US pastor Terry 
Jones has focused attention 
on the British National 
Party's activities in Milton 
Keynes and neighbouring 
Bletchley. And unlike 
elsewhere, the local BNP 
group is growing. 

Jones, who gained 
international attention for 
threatening to burn a copy 
of the Koran outside his US 
church on the anniversary of 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
had been invited to the UK 
to address the hitherto 
unheard of England is Ours 
group in Milton Keynes. 

England is Ours claims to 
be “a group of patriotic 
activists ... not aligned to 
any specific party”, based in 
Milton Keynes, where it 
campaigns alongside the 
BNP against Islam and in 
particular a proposal to build 
a new mosque in Bletchley. 

In fact England is Ours is 
close to the BNP. Its website 
was registered by Barry 
Taylor, who is also its only 
named officer. Taylor was a 
stalwart of Milton Keynes 


BNP, part of the Bedfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire BNP 
group. 

Although Milton Keynes 
has long had several BNP 
members, until recently they 
focused mainly on Luton. 
There was also a hardline 
element including Taylor, 
Anna Seymour, millionaire 
Bert Leech and Ricky 
Fawcus, who were more 
interested in collaborating 
with far-right fringe groups 
to host the annual John 
Tyndall Memorial Meeting, 
which paid homage to the 
BNP's veteran nazi founder 
who died in 2005. 

After internal wrangling, 
Seymour stood in a Milton 
Keynes council by-election in 
June 2007 for the rival 
England First Party, which 
had been formed three years 
earlier by a former BNP 
member, Mark Cotterill, in 
Blackburn. Her campaign 
drew support from local BNP 
members including Taylor, 
resulting in Taylor's expulsion. 

Late last year a proposal to 
convert a former pub into a 
mosque breathed new life into 


Milton Keynes BNP. Kieren 
Trent, a 20-year-old who had 
taken over as local organiser 
that summer, grabbed the 
opportunity for a campaign 
against “creeping 
Islamification”. Helped by his 
friend Matt Tait, the BNP's 
Buckinghamshire sub-regional 
organiser, he called a 
demonstration outside the pub 
on 4 December, supported by 
around 70 people. 

A second protest on 8 
January organised by Trent 
and Tait attracted “over 
150" according to the BNP 
website, which also reported 
that the party had collected 
a mere 600 signatures for its 
anti-mosque petition, a 
figure that belies Trent's 
claim that “local residents 
are fully behind the local 
BNP campaign”. 

Taylor has expressed 
admiration for Trent, a rising 
star in the BNP. They have 
much in common politically. 
Trent, a former politics 
student at Bletchley College, 
used to be an avid 
contributor to the 
Stormfront nazi internet 


forum. One entry on 30 
May 2009 read, “If Hitler 
was in the present he would 
instrument the correct 
measures to protect us from 
the black parasites as he did 
against the juden scum". 

When Michael Jackson 
died, Trent observed on 26 
June 2009, “Rest in piss you 
dirty negro, the master race 
lives on". 

Despite his young age, 
Trent has been associated 
with several far-right groups. 
In 2008 he was an active 
member of the youth wing 
of the tiny nazi National 
Front and took part in its 
St George's Day parade in 
Eltham, southeast London. 
He also attends meetings of 
the New Right, at which 
speakers are drawn from the 
world's most notorious far- 
right extremists and 
Holocaust deniers. 

None of that has prevented 
his rapid promotion in the 
BNP. In November he was 
appointed the BNP's Eastern 
regional press officer and at 
the party's annual conference 
in December he was 
“elected” to lead the 
Crusaders, the BNP's youth 
organisation, which he 
promptly promised would 
become a civil rights 
movement working for the 
“preservation of our 
constitutional rights secured 
by millennia of struggle”. 

In that he was following 
the new emphasis on 
militancy and street action 
voiced by Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, at the same 
conference. Griffin praised 
the Milton Keynes anti- 
mosque demonstration as 
an example to follow and 
Trent was quick to endear 
himself. “The name 
Crusaders relates to our 
battle against the onslaught 
of creeping Islam", he 
declared. “|! would like then 
to endorse Nick Griffin's 
pledge of increased militancy 
in future." a 
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David Williams 


No Remorse in action 
Main picture: John Henderson takes over as lead singer 
__ Inset: The original C18 No Remorse band at the time of the BBQ in 
"Rostock CD: Gary Smith, Jean-Charles Tanzi, Will Browning and Daniel Jack 
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town in the former East 

German state of Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, groups of nazi 
skinheads laid siege to the town's 
asylum hostel, hurling petrol 
bombs, while inside several 
hundred Romanian and 
Vietnamese refugees huddled 
together in fear. The attack, 
pictures of which were broadcast 
around the world, was cheered on 
by thousands of bystanders. 

While this event, one of the 
worst racist attacks in postwar 
Germany, caused outrage across 
the world, Britain's nazis were in 
awe. Will Browning, one of the 
leaders of the nazi terror group 
Combat 18 (C18) who played in 
No Remorse, produced a vile, 
racist CD entitled Barbecue in 
Rostock, which glorified the tide of 
anti-refugee violence sweeping 
Europe and incited others to 
engage in similar racist violence. 
The album's eponymous title track, 
calculated to give offence, 
contained the following lyrics: 


i n August 1992 in Rostock, a 


Didn't want their town filled 
with scum, 

So they got together and made 
petrol bombs, 

Then one cold, starry night, 

They set them filthy Turks alight. 


There's a barbecue in Rostock 
You better come, 

How do you like your Turks? 
Do you like ‘em well done? 


Arguably even worse was the 
song “The Niggers Came Over" 


Shoot the Niggers! 

The Pakis too! 

Hang the Reds! 

And we'll gas the Jews! 

If you're black you're going back 

With a bit of luck in a body-bag 

We fed up with taking your 
Nigger shit 

See this gun, I'm going to shoot 
you with it. 

Your wife and kids are going in 
the camps, 

With all of the queers and the 
nigger-loving white slags 

There they can stay till their 
dying days, 

Slaving away for the Master 
Race. 


In addition 


to its 
political 
purpose, 
the album, 
and others 
like it, was 
a lucrative 
cash-cow 
for the 
groups 
such as C18 
who ran 


ISD 
Records 


The CD clearly broke the law and 
No Remorse knew it. Signalling 
their intent, their official newsletter 
had declared before the album's 
release “F*** the Race Laws" and 
boasted that its lyrics were 
“guaranteed to incite racial hatred”. 

In addition to its political 
purpose, the album, and others like 
it, was a lucrative cash-cow for the 
groups such as C18 who ran the 
nazi label ISD Records. Searchlight 
sought to eliminate this valuable 
source of income, which raised an 
estimated £200,000 for C18 
between 1994 and 1997. These ill- 
gotten gains, which came on top of 
the proceeds of sale of drugs at 
nazi gigs, were used to fund further 
racist and criminal activity including 
C18's letter bomb campaign. 

Searchlight obtained a legal 
opinion confirming that the band 
and the CD's distributors were liable 
for prosecution under the 1986 
Public Order Act. Then Searchlight 
set its sights on the others involved 
in the production process, including 
the multinational companies which 
were pressing the CDs. 

With the help of an expert from 
the British Phonographic Industry 
(BPI), who identified the pressing 
plant from the coding of the 
Barbecue in Rostock CD, 
Searchlight discovered that the CD 
was being pressed by Nimbus 
Manufacturing UK, one of Britain's 
largest CD manufacturers. 

Although its South Wales pressing 
plant had genuinely been unaware 
of the CD's content, its reaction to 
Searchlight's investigation was 
disappointing. Washing its hands of 
responsibility, a Nimbus spokesman 
told Searchlight that while it was 
“disgusted" by the lyrics, the 
company “is only interested in 
commercial decisions and cannot 
make moral judgements about the 
material we produce”. 

However, the legal opinion 
obtained by Searchlight from a 
leading barrister helped force 
Nimbus to rethink its position. 

It put the company “on notice” 

that although it might until that 
point have escaped liability by 
pleading ignorance of the content 
of the recording and having no 
reason to suspect that it was 
threatening, abusive and insulting, it 
could no longer rely on this defence 


after Searchlight had informed it of 
the facts. Eventually, after concerted 
pressure from Searchlight and 
Glenys Kinnock, now Baroness 
Kinnock of Holyhead, Nimbus was 
forced to call in the police. 

Searchlight had also found that 
Sony was pressing nazi CDs at a 
factory in Austria. Again after 
initial disbelief, the company took 
immediate action to stop it. 

Searchlight launched its “Shut 
Down the Peddlers of Hate” 
campaign in September 1996, with 
the help of its international 
researchers, initiating a local, 
national and international media 
campaign against those who would 
profit from the incitement of racial 
hatred. A series of devastating 
exposés shone a spotlight on the 
murky activities of the nazi music 
scene in Britain, which drastically 
declined as a result. 

Where the “Shut Down the 
Peddlers of Hate” campaign was 
less successful, however, was in 
persuading the authorities to take 
action against No Remorse and 
the nazi distributors of the CD. 
Only Leighton Gareth Jones, who 
had been entrusted by his nazi 
colleagues to take the mastertape 
to Nimbus, was jailed in 1998, 
though only for six months with 
three months suspended, after 
pleading guilty to race hate 
offences for publishing the CD. 

If the police had not been 
hampered in pursuing the 
promoters of hate further, No 
Remorse and the publishers of the 
magazines that sold the CD could 
have been prosecuted too, includ- 
ing most of the C18 leadership. 

In the event, C18 leader, Paul 
David “Charlie” Sargent, went on 
to murder another C18 activist and 
Will Browning masterminded a 
letter bomb campaign. 

The Shut Down the Peddlers of 
Hate campaign served to make 
nazi bands fearful of prosecution 
and more circumspect in their 
albums' lyrical content. It forced 
C18 to move its operations 
abroad, reducing its profits and 
costing it control of ISD Records, 
which was absorbed by the larger 
Swedish label NS88 records, and 
ultimately dealt the British nazi 
music scene a crippling blow from 
which it has never recovered. & 
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Return of BNP 
‘family festival’ 


FOLLOWING ITS futile attempt to stage 
its annual Red, White and Blue festival 
last year, the British National Party has 
announced the “great news” that this 
year the show will go on. 

The festival, at an as yet undisclosed 
location, is scheduled for the weekend 
of the 12-14 August and will supposedly 
be held indoors, a testament perhaps to 
the dwindling numbers of BNP members 
willing to attend lacklustre party events. 

Indeed, the grumbling and sniping has 
already started. The object of derision is 
the event's organiser lan Kitchen, a 
Wakefield-based member of the party's 
northern security team. Kitchen exposed 
himself to media ridicule at the BNP’s 
general election manifesto launch in 
Stoke-on-Trent on 23 April 2010 when 
he walked into the civic centre — ahead 
of party leader Nick Griffin - dressed as 
St George with, in the words of one 
reporter, “what looked worryingly like a 
pair of curtains and wearing a saucepan 
on his head". 

More sinister innuendos have been 
made by Eddy Butler, the former BNP 
national organiser, who stated pointedly: 
“If you don't know about lan Kitchen 
I'm not going to fill in any of the rather 
insalubrious details. But | wonder 
what the side stalls will consist of. 

Will audience participation be 
encouraged? Will children be allowed to 
attend? Would you want to take your 
children?” Quite what Butler is alluding 
to is unclear but it is known that there is 
no love lost between the two men. 
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Looking stupid: lan Kitchen RWB organiser 
and new Yorkshire region head 
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Nazi claims discrimination 


MICHAEL HEATON, former leader of 
the British Freedom Fighters (BFF), who 
was jailed for 30 months last year for 
posting over 3,000 racist comments 
exhorting readers to “destroy all Jews", 
has claimed he is the victim of religious 
discrimination. 

Heaton, known as “Wigan Mike", 
who was convicted of six counts of using 


BNP paedophile jailed 


A BRITISH National Party (BNP) 
supporter who launched a four-year 
race hate campaign against his 
neighbours has been jailed for 
possessing child pornography. 
Nigel Hesmondhalgh (pictured) who 
lived in Hyndburn, Lancashire, was 
imprisoned for nine months after 29 
degrading photos and 11 videos of 
children were found on his home 
computer. Four of the pictures, and 
three of the videos, were graded at 
level four, the second most serious 
category of child pornography. 
Hesmondhalgh was also ordered by 
Judge Simon Newellp to sign the sex 
offenders’ register for ten years. 

Hesmondhalgh, 37, had only just 
been released from a 30-week prison 
sentence for racially aggravated 
harassment imposed last March when 
police raided his home in November. 
Police had obtained a two-year 
antisocial behaviour order against him 
before his release to prevent him from 
throwing dog dirt into his neighbours’ 
garden and using racist language 
towards an Asian family 

In July 2009 Hesmondhalgh narrowly 


threatening, abusive or insulting words 
likely to stir up racial hatred, claimed in a 
letter to Inside Time, an inmates’ 
newspaper, that he is being 
discriminated against because the prison 
authorities at HMP Wynott in Lancashire 
have refused him permission to wear a 
Thor's Hammer pendant, which he 
claimed was a symbol of his Odinist 
religion. The item features on the 
prison's “banned list” because of its 
adoption by many far-right groups as an 
indicator of Aryan racial supremacy. 

Among Heaton's comments posted on 
the website of the Aryan Strike Force 
were: “Jews will always be scum and 
must be destroyed” and “I would 
encourage any religion or race which 
wants to destroy the Jews, | hate them 
with a passion.” 

When the police raided the home of 
the former food packer in Greater 
Manchester, they discovered large 
quantities of Nazi and Hitler 
memorabilia, a semiautomatic BB gun 
and a samurai sword. 


escaped jail after repeatedly abusing 
and insulting his Asian neighbours. 
He had piled dog dirt up in the alley 
outside their home and told them: “It’s 
a white country, not a Muslim state”. 
On that occasion he admitted 
racially aggravated intentional 
harassment, alarm or distress. Burnley 
Crown Court heard that he had almost 
90 previous convictions and had been 
breaking the law since he was 11. At 
the time of the offence he was on bail 
for similar allegations, which were left 
to lie on the file. He was given 36 
weeks in custody suspended for two 
years with 18 months supervision and 
a requirement to attend the Thinking 
Skills programme. 


Lil pplz 


News from 
the sewers 


Matthew Collins shines his Searchlight 


into the sewers of the far right 


EVER HEARD of former BNP candidate 
Angelos Gavriel? No? Perhaps that's the 
problem. Angelos threw in his BNP 
towel in early January, having “spent 
too much time fighting this endless 
battle”. Seriously, Angelos had done 
“quite a bit of work” but “never once 
got a mention" he bemoaned to his few 
friends on Facebook. He felt he was 
being used for what he must think are 
his considerable “abilities and skills”. 
Having thrown his proverbial toys out of 
the pram Angelos managed to surface 
again nine days later being interviewed 
like some political heavyweight on BNP 
TV in the aftermath of the party's poor 
election performance in the Oldham 
East and Saddleworth by-election. 

So, well done Angelos, from all of us 
here. We appreciate it. 
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THE BNP'S youth organisation, the 
Crusaders, has begun its latest crusade 
with aplomb. Jordan Michael Pont has 
launched a mission to “take it 
[Sheffield BNP] over with party 
permission or not”. Why, you may ask? 
Is it an early sign of Strasserite 


ZZ, 


tendencies? Not really. “Sheffield BNP 
is wank" he writes, and bringing the 
issue up with either the Yorkshire 
BNP organiser Chris Beverley or the 


party's national organiser Clive 
Jefferson is apparently “a 
waste of time already”. 

The new leader of the 
Crusaders is Kieren Trent 
whom readers may remem- 
ber from the television ea 
documentary Young 
Angry and White, in 
which he admitted to 
being not too sure 
whether his girlfriend 
was of Chinese extrac- 
tion. It's not his only 
weakness, apparently. 
According to his former 
comrades and racial puri- 
tans in the National Front, 
all it took for the BNP to 
lure the “former White 
Nationalist" was to tell 
him he “looked good in 
the classic Mormon 
black suit and 
briefcase”. 
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THE CAST of disgruntled current and 
former BNP members now runs into 
thousands. Emotionally and financially 
drained, it seems unlikely they could 
afford to put on another pantomime of 
a new nazi party, so why not join 
someone else's? That seems to be the 
way forward for Richard Barnbrook, 
the London Assembly member who 
likes to dress up as St George and ride 
horses as an expression of his national 
pride. Applying to join the English 
Democrats, Barnbrook allegedly 
described the English Defence League 
as “a bunch of drunks” during a “pot 
calls kettle black” interview. 


KH 


WHEN YOU fall out in the EDL, they let 
everyone know about it. Discretion is not 
their discipline. Spare a thought therefore 
for Tommy Robinson's minder Brian 
Grice (pictured below), who preferred to 
go by the name Brice English when 
terrorising towns with his EDL brethren. 
The former BNP activist was until recent- 
ly a stalwart of EDL days out. From being 
beaten nearly unconscious by fellow EDL 
hooligans in Bradford, to being attacked 
by Ajax football hooligans in 
Amsterdam, Brice was by all 
accounts solid. 

So it was a surprise when 
fellow West Midlands EDL 
organiser Pat Whitehouse 
announced last month 
| that Brice's recent threat- 

ening behaviour was the 
| result of a “personal and 
chemical related break- 
| down", which caused 
him to turn against his 
| fellow EDL supporters 
and make violent 
threats against them 
(like they were Muslims 
or something?) and so he 
had had to go. So here's a pic 
of Brice in happier times as we'd like 
to remember him. 
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FRANCE 


Fascists and 
‘leftists’ stage 
joint conference 


Taz reports from Paris for 
Reflex and Antifa-Net 


MORE THAN ONE thousand people 
attended an international conference in 
Paris against the Islamisation of Europe 
organised by the fascist Identity Bloc 
(BI) and the “leftist” Secular Response 
(RL) on 18 December. 

“Refusing Islamisation” has become 
the BI's main ideological tool in its quest 
to break out of fringe group isolation. 
The ploy seems to be working. The BI 
attracted barely 100 people, most of 
them movement activists, for a 
conference on “locally-oriented 
growth" held in Paris on 4 December, 
whereas the anti-Islam event produced 
international media coverage. 

The conference was not even eclipsed 
by Marine Le Pen's controversial 
statement a few days earlier, which 
equated Muslims praying in the streets 
with the Nazi occupation during the 
Second World War. In fact Arnaud 
Gouillon, the Bl's candidate in the next 
presidential election, took advantage of 
the focus on Islam to launch his campaign. 

One foreign guest was of particular 
importance to the BI, the Swiss People’s 
Party (SVP) leader Oskar Freysinger, 
who launched the anti-minarets 
referendum in 2009 and whose 


Participants gather for 
the all-day anti-lslam 
conference 4 


SWEDEN 


friendship the BI is actively courting to 
gain international credibility. 

Other foreign guests were more an 
embarrassment than a benefit. 

RL, which claims to originate in the 
secular, pro-women'’s rights far left but is 
now fixated on the so-called 
incompatibility between being a Muslim 
and being French or European, invited 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, the English 
Defence League leader, but BI was happy 
to learn that he had “lost his passport" 
the day before and could not come. 

Security at the meeting was controlled 
by the BI and managed by some familiar 
faces from the ranks of the wilder 
extreme right such as the Roudier father 
and son team, who are linked with 
Blood and Honour, and Michael Renuy, 
a former member of the banned Unité 
Radicale and editor of the nazi skinhead 
fanzine Biermacht 88 back in 1990. 

Outside the conference hall, a dozen 
activists of the extremist Jewish Defence 
League acted as stewards side by side 
with the BI fascists. The leader of the 
JDL group was Philippe “Avichai" 
Wagner, a well known character who 
began as a nazi skinhead in the early 
1990s, then became involved with the 
anti-fascist SHARP skins movement 
while keeping his old nazi friendships 
alive, and finally rediscovered himself as 
a Jew. 

The presence of a small group from 
the extremist Jewish Kahanist 
movement is the result of contacts 
between BI and pro-Israeli extremists 
under the aegis of Richard Roudier, 
despite him still being head of CPCE, a 
committee that actively supports jailed 
fascist activists including hardcore nazis 
and Holocaust deniers. s 


Far right focuses 
on Islam after 
terror attack 


From Daniel Poohl for 
Expo in Stockholm 


SINCE TAIMOUR ABDULWAHAB'S 
suicide bomb attack in Stockholm on 


11 December, much of the Swedish far 


right has adopted Islamophobia as a 
key campaigning issue. 

Jimmie Akesson, leader of the 
Sweden Democrats (SD), immediately 
called for a debate about the “failed 
integration of Muslims” into Swedish 
society. “We have for a long time 
called attention to the danger of 
extremism among Swedish Muslims 
and to the growing Muslim minority. 
| hope that this will be a wake-up 
call," he said. 

Kent Ekeroth, an SD MP, demanded 
a halt to immigration from Muslim 
countries. In an article on his website, 
he declared that he was not surprised 
at the terror attack as “it is in Islam's 
nature”. The party has also described 
Swedish terror legislation as 
“toothless” and wants to make it 
illegal to participate in training camps 
with terrorist organisations. 

Smaller far-right groups are also 
trying to exploit the situation. The 
National Democrats (ND) arranged a 
protest action in mid-December at 
which Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt 
was blamed for the bombing which, 
according to the fascists, had paved 
the way for Islamic terror by “pitting 
nation against nation and people 
against people". The ND also seized 
the opportunity to criticise the SD for 
not calling clearly enough for the 
withdrawal of Swedish troops from 
Afghanistan. 

Further out on the extreme-right 
fringe, the nazi Info-14 network linked 


Suicide bomber Taimour Abdulwahab 


the suicide bomber to Swedish 
immigration policy and blamed the 
bombing on “politicians”. The tone 
was even harsher on internet forums 
and messages posted on nazi websites, 
where much of the chatter was about 
“war”. “Now is time for action, not 
just talk," shrieked one keyboard 
warrior. “We are at war. These people 
have declared war against us many 
times through the years.” 

One hardcore nazi group has so far 
remained strangely quiet. The Swedish 
Resistance Movement, which has in 
the past congratulated the Palestinian 
Islamist organisation Hamas on its 
election successes, has not condemned 
the Stockholm bombing. This silence 
could provoke strains within a nazi 
movement that — given its obsessive 
antisemitism — is still unsure about its 
stance on militant Islamism. Even so, 
Muslims are set to be the far right'’s 
main targets in 2011. 
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World view 


EXTREME-RIGHT STREET 
activism has declined and 
the hardcore music 
subculture has nearly 
vanished according to the 
latest annual report on 
racism and extremism by the 
Anne Frank Foundation and 
the University of Leiden. 

The report examined the 
March 2010 council 
elections which the Dutch 
People's Union (NVU) 
contested in four towns. 

It found the party was rarely 
excluded from debates, in 
contrast to previous elections 
when, it was argued, far- 
right parties ruled 
themselves out of 
democratic processes 
through their racist and even 
fascist ideologies. 

Nevertheless the NVU won 
no seats. The last ultra-right 
outfit to get elected was the 
New Right in Rotterdam in 
1998. The report reaches no 
conclusion on whether the 
decline is the result of 
the rise of Geert Wilders’s 
PVV, which it for the first 
time describes as “new 
extreme right”. 

The shift to street activism 
of the past five years has 
ended and thousands of so- 
called “Lonsdale” youths, 
named after their favoured 
clothing, have almost 
entirely disappeared. 

That has also helped halt the 
growth of National Socialist 
Action, which recruited 
largely from the Lonsdale 
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scene. Another problem for 
the NSA was internal 
ideological disputes about 
solidarity with the defunct 
so-called Red Army Faction, 
house squatting and the pro- 
Islam view held by some 
core activists, who claim to 
follow the traditions of the 
brown-shirted Nazi SA, 
resulting in other activists 
breaking away to revert to 
racist hooliganism. 

Age is an important factor. 
According to the report's 
researchers, extreme-right 
activists aged 15-25 drop 
out after an average of five 
years, which could have a 
significant effect on the NSA 
as many first became active 
during the same period. 

The report also noted that 
NSA members have stopped 
getting involved in street 
brawls and bar fights but 
look for confrontations with 
the police and opponents at 
demonstrations and seem to 
have found a place in the 
national and international 
nazi scene. 

The other classical nazi 
street activist outfit is Blood 
and Honour. Since 2007, 
when an attack by B&H 
members on an anti-fascist 
demonstration in Uitgeest 
led to arrests, media 
attention and a trial, its 
national organising 
committee has disbanded 
and its branches have 
become marginalised. 

Attempts at a relaunch of 


Blood and Honour 
activist attacking 
anti-fascist in 
March 2007 


Extremist numbers ‘in decline’ S bs 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 
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B&H have been thwarted by 
anti-fascists and local 
mayors blocking attempts to 
stage meetings and 
concerts. In the east of the 
Netherlands a successful 
deradicalisation programme 
against B&H's biggest 
branch left the nazis with 
just four small local groups. 

The report also looks at 
Voorpost and concludes that 
its activism and membership 
have been relatively stable in 
the past two years. Voorpost 
is organised in circles that 
hold a monthly drinking 
session and occasionally a 
lecture. It also holds 
barbecues, arranges cultural 
trips and sets up actions 
against McDonald's, animal 
abuse and new mosques. 

In 2009, Voorpost 
organised a national 
demonstration in Maastricht 
which mainly attracted 
Belgian Voorpost activists. 

A follow-up demonstration 
in Gouda was a similar flop 
and Voorpost reverted to 
purely local activity. 
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The report puts the 
number of real activists on 
the far right at 170. The 
secret service, the AIVD, 
reckons the number fell from 
600 in 2007 to 300 in 2009. 
Demonstrations dropped 
from 31 in 2009 to just 13 in 
2010 while the number of 
violent incidents with an 
extreme-right background 
fell from 216 in 2008 to 148 
in 2009, reflecting the drop 
in activists. 

However, two other recent 
surveys have arrived at 
different conclusions. 
Research published by the 
Police Academy in 2008 
suggested that the figures on 
which the Anne Frank/Leiden 
reports are based are 
influenced by police 
underreporting of incidents. 
Another survey of 2009 by 
the Anne Frank Foundation 
and the University of Leiden 
in conjunction with the anti- 
racist organisation Article 1 
showed a stabilisation of the 
level of violence rather than a 
decline. Gi 


Onesta: hardcore racism 


and hooliganism 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa- 


Net in Paris 


SIXTY PARIS Saint Germain 
hooligans clashed with anti- 
fascists when they turned up 
to protect the right-wing 
band Onesta from protests at 
a concert in Paris on 18 
November. 

Onesta, one of the biggest 
European hardcore bands, 
first attracted the interest of 
anti-fascists with the 
recruitment of bass player 
Mario Alves Do Carmo and 
guitarist Pascal D. Both are 
active members of the 
violent and markedly far- 
right PSG “Boulogne End” 
hooligan firm. 

Pascal D is clearly visible 
on video footage of a 
confrontation between the 
Boulogne End mob and fans 
from the Auteuil End of 
PSG's stadium at a match 
between PSG and 
Olympique Marseille on 28 
February 2010. The clash 
resulted in the death of Yann 
Lorence, a Boulogne End 


leader. Alves is often seen in 
the company of Nicolas Paz, 
a notorious extreme-right 
hooligan who was convicted 
and jailed for five years in 
2004 for setting fire to two 
mosques in Annecy. 

Both musicians are involved 
militant far-right activity and 
were with the veteran fascist 
Serge “Batskin" Ayoub on 11 
April 2010 when he taunted 
anti-fascists leaving police 
custody after a brush with 
the student fascist thugs of 
the Groupe Union Défense. 

Pascal D and Alves were 
forced to leave Onesta after 
their far-right links were 
revealed. The band 
pretended to have only just 
discovered these 
connections, despite its 
singer, Bogdan, thanking the 
PSG louts for attending the 
concert on 18 November, 
and the slogan “Good Night 
White Pride” on the band's 


Facebook page. & 


Right-wing band Onesta had PSG “Boulogne End” protection 
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Nazi publisher jailed 


From Sandra Cortes in Madrid 


PEDRO VARELA, owner of 
the Barcelona Europa 
bookshop, the largest 
distribution centre for 
Spanish-language nazi 
books and videos, entered 
the Lladoners prison in 
Catalonia in December to 
start a sentence of two 
years and nine months. 

The veteran nazi (pictured 
above right) had been 
convicted last March of 
disseminating ideas that 
justify genocide and the 
violation of fundamental 
rights. It was the first time a 
nazi had been imprisoned in 
Spain for such an offence. 

The Europa bookshop 
first attracted police 
attention in 1996, a year 
after a new Spanish Penal 
Code on inciting hatred and 
antisemitism came into 
force. In 1998 Varela was 
sentenced to five years in 
prison for Holocaust denial 
but the sentence was 


suspended the following 
year on the grounds that 
the law under which he had 
been convicted might have 
violated Spain's 
constitutional guarantee of 
free speech. In 2007 the 
Spanish Constitutional 
Court acquitted him of 
denying the Holocaust, 
arguing that it was a “mere 
opinion", and he was 
sentenced to seven months 
for incitement. 

Varela, who for many 
years helped steer the 
hardcore nazi organisation 
CEDADE (Spanish Circle of 
Friends of Europe) 
organised meetings in Spain 
for Holocaust deniers from 
around the world, including 
David Duke, David Irving 
and Gerd Honsik. CEDADE 
played a key role in 
publishing and distributing 
nazi propaganda in several 
languages until its 
dissolution in 1993. 
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World view 


Roundup 


ITALY 


Fascists salute 
the election of 
Gianni Alemanno 
as Mayor of 
Rome in 2008 


Mayor doles out jobs for the 


fascist boys 
By Alfio Bernabei 


GREETED BY jubilant fascists 
when elected mayor of Rome 
in 2008, Gianni Alemanno 
has not disappointed his fans. 
Former terrorists, nazis and 
antisemites have been 
appointed to key posts in his 
administration or have found 
jobs in municipal services. 


His aides include Pino Rauti, 


allegedly involved in terrorist 
activities for which he faced 
trial. His Chief Secretary is 
Antonio Lucarelli, the former 
Rome leader of the extreme- 
right New Force (FN). 
Alemanno himself used to be 
leader of the militant fascist 
Youth Front and still wears a 
necklace with a nazi Celtic 
cross symbol. 

An investigation by the 
weekly L’Espresso paints an 
alarming picture of a Mayor 
who has introduced a fascist 
climate around the Town Hall 


New leader 
calls for 
nationalist 
rejuvenation 


By Anton 
Shekhovtsov 


not seen since the days of 
Mussolini. Francesco Bianco, 
a former terrorist involved in 
armed robberies and murders, 
who got a job in the 
municipal Transport Section, 
was last month unveiled as 
the author of messages in the 
public network suggesting 
that boiling oil should be 
thrown at Jews. 

Another former terrorist is 
head of industrial relations in 
the Transport Section. 
Gianluca Porzio, was a 
member of Third Position, 
which was set up by Roberto 
Fiore, now leader of Forza 
Nuova. Alemanno also 
employs Vincenzo Piso, a 
former Third Position militant 
who was arrested in 1980, 
the year Fiore arrived in 
London as a fugitive from 
justice, and spent four years 
in prison for being part of an 


ONE OF UKRAINE'S oldest 
far-right parties, the Congress 
of Ukrainian Nationalists 
(KUN), elected a new leader 
on 4 December. In his 
acceptance speech, Stepan 
Bratsyun called for the KUN's 
renewal and rejuvenation 
following its failure to make 
any significant advances in the 
recent local elections. 

The KUN was founded in 
1992 by Yaroslava Stets’ko 


armed organisation before 
later being acquitted. 
Another influential adviser 
to Piso and Alemanno is 
Marcello de Angelis who also 
belonged to Third Position. 
De Angelis was in London 
with Fiore, spent five months 
in the high security wing of 
Brixton prison, then was jailed 
for five years in Italy. He is 
currently a Senator as well as 
editor of the magazine Area, 
co-founded by Alemanno. 
According to L’Espresso, 
Alemanno helped Riccardo 
Mancini, formerly close to the 
paramilitary fascist group 
Avanguardia Nazionale, to 
become head of a publicly 
controlled real estate company 
in Rome. In 1988 Mancini 
stood trial with notorious 
leaders of the extreme right 
and received a prison sentence 


Organisation of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (OUN), declared in 
1941 that an independent 
Ukrainian state would “closely 


cooperate with National Socialist 


Greater Germany, under the 


leadership of Adolf Hitler, which 


[was] forming a New Order in 
Europe and the world”. 

The KUN'‘s election results 
have always been negligible 
on a national level and, from 
1998 to 2006, the party only 


for infringing laws controlling 
the use of weapons. 

Mancini, in turn, is linked to 
Massimo Carminati, who was 
among the founders of the 
Armed Revolutionary Nuclei 
(NAR). Its leaders included 
Massimo Morsello, a fugitive 
from justice who took refuge 
in London and later set up FN 
with Fiore. 

What emerges is an 
intricate network of people 
linked to the mayor's militant 
fascist past and now in a 
position to hand out jobs, 
from bus conductors to 
environmental care roles. As 
L’Espresso's investigation 
points out, once in a position 
of power, friends of the 
mayor take their turn in 
helping camerati (blackshirts) 
to step into public 
administration. 5 


General's Office opened a 
criminal case in 2006 (on 
charges of embezzlement and 
abuse of his official position) 
against Oleksiy lvchenko, then 
the party's leader and former 
head of the national joint- 
stock company Naftogas, the 
KUN withdrew from 
contesting national elections. 

The party looks unlikely to 
be able to rejuvenate itself 
but, if it does, it will be 


(1920-2003), the widow of 
Yaroslav Stets’ko, who, as a 
leader of the notorious 


contested national elections as 
a member of various electoral 
alliances. After the Prosecutor 


competing with the extreme- 
right Svoboda party, which is 
winning votes of those 
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New anti-Islam 
party will fight 
Berlin election 


By Michael Klein for 
Antifa-Net in Berlin 


A FORMER Christian Democrat (CDU) 
representative in the Berlin parliament is 
behind the formation of a new party in 
an attempt to capitalise on rising anti- 
Muslim prejudice. The Freedom party, 
which was officially founded late last 
autumn, will contest the 
2011 Berlin election. 
Rene Stadtkewitz, who 
was elected to the Berlin \q> 
parliament in 2001, was 
suspended by the CDU 
after he invited the 
firebrand Dutch far- 
right populist Geert 
Wilders to speak in 
Berlin on 2 October 
2010. Undeterred, 
Wilders and the right- 
wing Israeli politician 
Eliezer Cohen 
addressed a meeting of 
around 500 people. 
Another leading light 


Istamophobes get together: Rene 
Stadtkewitz (right) greets Geert Wilders 


in the new party is Marc Doll, a former 
security expert for the Berlin CDU. 

Plans for a new party were signalled 
last spring with a web-based platform 
for “friends and supporters of a ‘party 
for more freedom and democracy'". The 
website was run by Stefan Koenig, then 
a leading member of the “libertarian” 
Pirate Party. 

Stadtkewitz blazed the trail for the 
latest development in 2006 with a 
vociferous campaign against the 
building of a mosque in the Pankow 
district of Berlin, where he headed the 
local CDU branch. 

In 2008, he became vice-chairman of 
the Pax Europa Movement, which 
denounces Islam as a “fascistoid 
ideology”. He also organised 

an online petition to the 
German parliament in favour of 
restrictions on 
immigration from 
countries with 
substantial Muslim 
populations. 

The Freedom 
party is fiercely 
anti-Islam and 
anti-left, 
describing both as 
totalitarian. Its 
leaders are now 
trying to build a 


nationwide structure and have met 
right-wingers in Hessen who recently 
left the Liberal Democratic Party, and 
supporters in Thiiringen, Saxony and 
Nordrhein-Westfalen. 

Another meeting took place in 
Hamburg, which faces an election in 
March after the collapse of a coalition 
between the Greens and the CDU. 
However a regional party conference in 
Berlin last month was cancelled because 
of anti-fascist protests. 

The Freedom party will face 
competition in the Berlin election from 
the rival so-called “Pro” Movement, 
which has expanded from Cologne 
where it is represented on the city 
council. 

The Freedom party's establishment is 
taking place in the midst of an intense 
public debate about immigration. 
Germany Does Away With Itself, the 
controversial anti-immigration book by 
the former German Federal Reserve 
board member Thilo Sarrazin, is still high 
in the bestseller lists and anti-Islam 
parties are intent on infecting the middle 
and upper classes with their 
scaremongering. A recent survey 
conducted by the Bielefeld Institute for 
Interdisciplinary Research on Conflict 
and Violence indicated that anti- Muslim 
attitudes have grown most strongly in 
that section of society. 


disappointed with the more 
mainstream right-wing forces. 
However, the KUN's attempt 
at renewal is yet another 
example of the worrying 
radicalisation of Ukrainian 
politics. Especially on the 
extremist fringes, right-wing 
activists are becoming 
increasingly willing to engage 
in violence. On 11 December, 
about 20 fascist hooligans 
attacked participants in a 
peaceful protest in Kyiv 
against human rights abuse, 
projected pension reform and 


the adoption of tougher 
labour and housing laws. 

The attackers — some 
apparently armed with 
knuckle-dusters — met 
resistance and had to back 
off. According to eyewitness 
accounts, the attackers 
consisted of activists from the 
Svoboda party, Ukrainian 
Autonomous Resistance, and 
right-wing fans of Kyiv 
Dynamo football club. 

This incident was preceded 
by a similar attack, on 20 
November, when ten masked 


thugs tried to break into the 
Visual Culture Research Centre 
(based at the National 
University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy) while it hosted a 
gathering titled “A Response 
to Violence against 
Transgender People”. 
Originally, the nazis planned to 
release tear gas in a room 
containing about 30 people 
but were prevented from 
entering the room. 
Nevertheless, one of the 
meeting's organisers, Timur 
Lysenko, who was first to resist 


the attackers, was seriously 
beaten up and he and his 
colleague, Anastasia Medco, 
were poisoned by tear gas. 
As the Ukrainian police does 
little to confront the burgeon- 
ing extreme right-wing scene, 
these attacks must serve as a 
reminder that Ukrainian 
human rights and civil society 
activists, while continuing and 
intensifying their own 
activities, should be vigilant 
and do everything in their 
power to protect both their 
audiences and themselves. 
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Column 


—Gtateside 


Victims real and imagined 
in Tucson shooting 


There are hard facts in the 8 
January shooting spree in 
Tucson. Eyewitnesses saw 
Jared Loughner enter a 
grocery store, pull a9mm 
Glock 19 semiautomatic 
pistol and start shooting. He 
first aimed for 
Congresswomen Gabrielle 
Giffords, put a bullet through 
her head and then kept 
shooting until all the bullets 
in his extended clip were 
gone. As he attempted to 
reload, two men pulled him 
down, pinning him to the 
floor until police arrived. 

Six are dead: two women 
constituents of 76 and 79 
years old, a 76-year-old 
pastor, a 63-year-old federal 
judge, a 30-year-old 
congressional aide, and a 
nine-year-old elementary 
student. Fourteen were 
wounded, including the 
congresswoman, whose fight 
for her life has been followed 
by millions of Americans 
mourning the senseless 
murders and mayhem. 
Loughner's murderous 
fixation on Congresswoman 
Giffords was all too real. 

The Glock 19 also is a cold 
hard fact of death. In 2007, a 
killer wielded the same gun 
in Blacksburg, Virginia, along 


with a Walther P22. In that 
instance, the shooter left 33 
dead and 17 wounded. In 
both Arizona and Virginia a 
high capacity 15-plus-round 
magazine had accelerated 
the amount of damage that 
could be done in short order, 
according to a report by the 
Violence Policy Center in 
Washington DC. The 
widespread availability of 
such weapons and magazines 
almost ensures that they will 
be used to kill and maim 
innocents. 

These deaths and injuries 
were truly senseless. There 
was no sliver of land at stake, 
no small morsel of food to 
fight over. The phantasms 
that apparently occupied the 
alleged shooter's mind — 
conspiracy theories about 
grammar and gold or silver 
money — were, in fact, just 
ghosts and apparitions in a 
dream world that passed for 
reality. Yet Jared Loughner's 
ideas and fixations have not 
been the only elements of 
fiction in this hall of horrors. 

Consider in this regard the 
insistence of some Tea Party 
leaders that they are the 
victims in this series of events 
and that the “left”, an ill- 
defined category that seems 
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By Leonard Zeskind for the Institute for 
Research & Education on Human Rights 


to include all those opposed 
to the Tea Parties’ goals, 
were the perpetrators in 
Tucson. 

In an email to Tea Party 
Nation members, Judson 
Phillips urged them to blame 
liberals for the attack. “The 
left is coming and will hit us 
hard on this. We need to 
push back harder with the 
simple truth. The shooter was 
a liberal lunatic. Emphasis on 
both words,” he wrote. 
Phillips also declared that the 
era of agreeing to disagree 
was over. He told Ro// Call, 
“the aftermath of today’s 
shooting is the official 
obituary for political civility in 
this country. The left has 
simply gone too far. There 
can be no civil discourse with 
people as crazy as those on 
the left are." 

Similarly, the chief 
strategist behind the Tea 
Party Express, Sal Russo, 
claimed that the alleged 
shooter was really a leftist. 
He told Fox News that 
shooting suspect Jared Lee 
Loughner “was obviously a 
leftist. He admired Mein 
Kampf and The Communist 
Manifesto. These are not 
volumes that are popular 
with the Tea Party so he was 


obviously a left-wing 
anarchist, he was probably 
anti-Semitic." Tea Party 
Express also used the 
occasion to send supporters a 
fundraising email proclaiming 
that they “won't be 
silenced" and asking for 
contributions. 

Tea Party Patriots co- 
founder Mark Meckler also 
painted the Tea Party as 
victims. “To see the left 
exploit this for political 
advantage — some people 
have no conscience,” 
Meckler said. “It's genuinely 
revolting ... | think it sinks to 
the level of evil." He added, 
“if these scumbags want to 
play it politically, let it be on 
their conscience”. Meckler, 
however, did criticise the 
notion that the killer was a 
leftist. Calling the argument 
“craziness”, he said people 
like Phillips and Tea Party 
Express’s Sal Russo “should 
know better”. 

Among those who should 
have known better was Sarah 
Palin, the onetime 
Republican Party vice- 
presidential candidate who 
has turned herself into a 
celebrity personality. Reacting 
to news coverage that noted 
Palin's use of an image of 


(left to right) Brisenia Flores, nine-year-old Christina Taylor-Green and 


Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords 


rifle crosshairs to target 
Giffords's re-election efforts, 
the former Alaska governor 
described the criticism of her 
as a “blood libel” in which 
she was the victim. 

The blood libel was the 
false accusation that Jews 
murdered Christian children 
to use their blood to make 
matzo during Passover. 
Jewish groups reacted 
negatively to Palin's attempt 
to appropriate this term for 
herself. Further, she made this 
charge at the very moment 
that President Obama was 
travelling to Tucson to speak 
at a memorial service for the 
real victims of the shooting. 
She has since defended her 
use of the gun crosshairs and 
her martial rhetoric during the 
campaign. 

While President Obama got 
high marks from the public 
for his role in the national 
mourning process, Palin's 
controversy sank her even 
further in the opinion polls. 

Indeed, a national 
discussion has emerged 

calling for an increase the 
level of civility in political 

| discourse. Palin and a number 

of the other conservative 
radio and television 

commentators have obviously 


failed the civility test. So have 
many of the Tea Partiers. A 
number of congressional 
figures in both parties are 
taking steps to act more in a 
more polite, civil fashion in 
public. The long-term 
prospect for this effort does 
not look promising, however. 

Consider Allyson Miller, a 
founder of the Tuscon-area 
Pima County Tea Party 
Patriots, affiliated with Tea 
Party Patriots. Miller told 
Talking Points Memo that her 
group is not going to tone 
down its rhetoric: “| think 
anytime you start suppressing 
freedom of speech, | think it's 
wrong. | live here and | didn't 
hear anything [in the 2010 
campaign] that concerned me 
in terms of inciting violence." 

Or consider Alabama 
militiaman Mike 
Vanderboegh, whose screeds 
attacked Jim Ridgeway, a 
journalist. Ridgeway had 
pointed out that 
Congresswoman Giffords's 
office windows had been 
broken in March 2010 after 
Vanderboegh sent out a 
message that said, in part: 
“So, if you wish to send a 
message that Pelosi and her 
party cannot fail to her, break 
their windows." 


Meanwhile, the FBI is 
searching for the person or 
persons who left a bomb in a 
backpack along the route of a 
march commemorating the 
Martin Luther King holiday in 
Spokane, Washington. The 
bomb was discovered before 
it exploded. 

Back in Tucson, as the 
country mourns the victims of 
the most recent shooting, the 
alleged perpetrators of a 
different set of murders are 
preparing to go on trial. 
Minuteman American 
Defense boss Shawna Forde 
will soon face a jury for the 


May 2009 shooting deaths of ° 


Raul Flores and his nine-year- 
old daughter Brisenia in 
nearby Arivica. According to 


the charges, Forde and two 
others shot the father and 
daughter because they were 
Latinos and they believed 
they had “drug money" to 
steal. No drug money was 
involved in that incident, 
however, only racism and 
violence. 

Perhaps Pima County 
Sheriff Clarence Dupnik said it 
most realistically: “Arizona 
has become a Mecca for 
prejudice and bigotry”. Even 
this simple statement of fact 
has been criticised by the 
right-wing peddlers of 
fantasy. It seems that the 
United States body politic is 
as shattered by competing 
visions as Jared Loughner's 


mind. 
a 


Regular 


ANTI-FASCIST 
FILM CLUB 


Europa Europa 


Reviewed by Matthew Collins 


SOLOMON PEREL and his family flee 
the Nazi pogroms in Germany in terror 
to go back to their native Poland just 
in time to face the Nazi invasion of 
September 1939. 

Sent east into the face of invading 
Soviet troops, Solomon ends up alone 
in a Soviet orphanage as a German 
Jew, lauded and loved by the 
comrades there, hated and despised by 
antisemitic ethnic German orphans. 

From there, Agnieszka Holland's 
German, Polish and Russian language 
film takes extraordinary twists and 
turns based loosely on a true story. 

Finding himself back in the arms of 
Nazi soldiers two years later, Solomon 
convinces them that he is an ethnic 
German by way of imagined Latvian 
parents and even goes as far as to 
identify Stalin's son Yakov Dzhugashvili 
to the Nazis. 

Pressed into combat for the Nazis, 
even an attempt by Solomon to 
surrender to the Soviet Army leads to 
one mishap after another. 

This is a Holocaust film, but also a 
very dark comedy full of 
misunderstandings, accidents and 
emotion. Perel was hailed as a hero of 
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‘EUROPA EUROPA 


2![A} Harrowing True Story!” 


the German nation while at the same 
time engaging in desperate, painful and 
excruciating methods to correct the 
more “obvious” signs of his Judaism. 
It's a beautiful and often 
controversial film. To my knowledge, 
Europa Europa was the first film to 
raise cinematic titters with a necessary 
and engaging wit derived from the 
absurdity of circumstances, certainly 
not from a lack of depth and portrayal 
of life for Jews under Nazism. In this 


respect, Europa Europa doesn't miss a 
beat. In is an enormous production 
that has crucial to its heart humour in 
the face of terror. 

It would be glib to describe it as an 
almost road movie, but across the 
European continent at war Solomon 
survives in a variety of guises in an 
array of locations taking on all kinds of 
national and ethnic identities, bar the 
one he holds most deeply and sacred, 
his own. Add in the demonic 
obsessions of the brilliant French 
actress Julie Delpy as a hardline Nazi 
with an unbridled none-too-youthful 
passion for our hero, and the whole 
things bubbles along with brilliant 
tension and jolts, shocks and glimpses 
of humanity of life in continuum that 
the subject matter demands. 

Solomon spends his entire time in 
Nazi uniform trying to find Soviets to 
whom he can surrender. That in itself is 
a dangerous preoccupation. 


Released 1990 
Director Agnieszka Holland 
Based on Solomon Perel’s 
autobiography 


News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Luton rallies 


against the EDL 


Sam Tarry 


A FRENETIC few weeks have 
passed as Luton’s communities 
face down the impending English 
Defence League march on 

5 February. Over the past few 
weeks a palpable unease has 
formed about the impact the EDL 
march could have on community 
cohesion and community 
relations in both the build-up and 
the aftermath of the march. 

The people of Luton across 
religions and races have seen 
resolve stiffen. Pensioners, white, 
black and Asian alike, turned out 
at a community meeting in 
Farley Hill to voice their fears 
and anger at the proposed 
starting point for the EDL march. 
Present plans are for the EDL to 
gather at the Parrot pub in what 
local residents feel will be a 
carnival of the macabre, after the 
police bowed to community 
pressure to stop the EDL 
marching down the hill through 
small residential streets in 
progressively more diverse areas. 

It is clear that the EDLs long- 
term strategy is to try to divide 
the community on sectarian 
lines — between whites and 
Asians, Christians and Muslims — 
and create no-go areas. 

Lutonians, especially the 
communities at the heart of the 
EDLs drive to divide, have 
responded powerfully. 

Luton Churches Together, 

Luton Council of Mosques and 
Luton Council of Faiths have all 
taken mitigating actions in the 
community, from releasing 
solidarity statements to planning 
“safe sanctuary” spaces for the 
day of the march. 

HOPE not hate has played a 
key advisory role to the 
councillors, local cohesion 


officers, community leaders, 
faith groups and political parties. 
On the ground HOPE not hate 
has undertaken a community 
education and engagement 
strategy, with hard-hitting 

door to door campaigning — 
both in ethnically diverse areas 
and those that are less so — to 
help undercut EDL support 
locally and tackle the difficult 
issues of extremism head on. 

By discussing the issues that 
cannot be ignored and polarising 
the debate between the 
mainstream majority - Muslim 
and non-Muslim alike — and the 
extremists, those who seek 
division will be left isolated and 
on the fringes. 

This strategy includes 
mobilising community activists 
to deliver locally targeted 
campaign literature under the 
theme “breaking the cycle of 
hate”. It exposes the violence, 
racism and fear that the EDL 
inflicts and creates, but also 
recognises the existence of a 
minority of Islamic extremists 
who have done so much to 
cause the vast majority of 
Luton’s Muslim community 
unnecessary difficulty. 

The campaign embraces local 
voices to speak out and 
condemn extremism, focussing 
on the positives that Luton has 
and rejecting fear and division. 
Contesting the EDL’ assertion 
that it is a non-violent protest 
group rather than a right-wing 
extremist group is a key element. 

Letters from non-political 
community and faith leaders are 
being sent to residents in areas 
where the EDL believes it has 
support to demonstrate the wide- 
ranging opposition to the march, 


This 
strategy 
includes 

mobilising 
community 
activists to 
deliver 
locally 
targeted 
campaign 
literature 


its politics and its hate, with the 
aim of reducing any latent or 
active support for the EDL. 

School gate leafleting led by 
local women activists, with 
material focussing on the 
division and violence espoused 
and carried out by the EDL and 
designed specifically to reach a 
female audience, has been 
another key part of the campaign 
on the ground. 

Ultimately the challenge facing 
Lutonians is whether they can 
come together to reject 
extremism in all its forms and 
stand firm in the face of the 
racism, hatred and thuggish 
violence of the EDL. If they can 
foster a shared sense of solidarity 
and unity in purpose, Luton 
will be able to move forward to 
begin the long work of building 
lasting community cohesion. 
Our campaign is about support- 
ing community organisations to 
do that while exposing the 
extremism of the EDL. 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Oppose the cuts, 
defend our communities 


HOPE not hate is launching a new campaign to 
defend communities in the face of the public 
spending cuts and rising living costs that are 
going to be felt across the length and breadth of 


Britain. Nick Lowles explains. 


ppose the cuts, defend 

our communities is a 

recognition that the 
impact of the austerity measures 
and the general rise in living costs 
could result in divided 
communities and increased racism. 

Research shows that there is a 
direct link between economic 
pessimism and fear and resentment 
of “others”. With unemployment 
likely to rise over the next couple 
of years and those in work feeling 
more insecure we are likely to see 
an increase in fear and hate. 

This will especially be the case 
among young people and the rise 
of youth unemployment is being 
mirrored by a rise in racist violence. 

The rise of fear and hatred could 
well divide communities along 
racial, national or religious lines. 
Cuts in public services are likely to 
be felt most by those communities 
least able to cope and this could 
unleash a wave of anger and 
resentment. Compounding this will 
be changes to the housing benefit 
system, which will see large 
numbers of people in rented 
accommodation being priced out of 
inner city areas and forced to move 
to outlying districts, where pressure 
on social housing is already intense. 
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“Oppose the cuts, defend our 
communities” is designed to limit 
these divisions. There will be a 
toolkit to give trade union 
branches, community 
organisations and our local HOPE 
not hate groups the basic 
arguments and tactics to 
challenge racism and racist 
scapegoating. We will share good 
practice and challenge some of 
the basic myths and 
misconceptions that give rise to 
suspicion and racism. 

On 19 March we will hold a 
national day of action to take this 
message into the very communities 
most at risk. We will promote the 
TUC demonstration a week later 
and we will explain the need for 
communities to stand together to 
deal with these difficult times. 

This campaign is not politicising 
the HOPE not hate campaign but 
merely reflects a recognition of the 
difficult times we are entering. 
The British National Party has 
achieved some degree of success 
in a relatively benign economic 
environment. It only stands to 
reason that as the economy 
worsens for many people so the 
conditions for the far right 
improve. Whether it is the BNP 
(bet awk te, 
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that benefits, another right-wing 
party or something totally new 
remains to be seen. 

It seems pointless and short- 
sighted to wait for racism to 
take hold in our communities 
so we are seeking to intervene 
now to bring communities 
together, share experiences and 
challenge divisions. 

As a longer term strategy 
Searchlight will be initiating some 
more in-depth community work. 
Some of this work will focus on 
young people, both in and out of 
schools, but much will be aimed at 
binding communities together in a 
more positive and united way. 

Much of our strategy will be 
fleshed out at a HOPE not hate 
organisers’ conference on Saturday 
5 March, where we will also discuss 
the 2011 local election campaign. 

The stakes are high. The price of 
failure is divided communities. 

The prize of success is communities 
that not only withstand the cuts 
together but forge a new shared 
identity that insulates them against 
racist scapegoating and fear. Si 


www. hopenothate.org.uk 


HOPE NOT HATE activists from the anti-racist 
edbridge anti- group Redbridge and Epping Forest Together 

(REFT) were among more than 30 people who 

took part in a day of action in Ilford town 


cuts Ccaiiti ci - centre on 15 January over proposed cuts to 
local services. 


They were joined by the Ilford South Labour 
MP Mike Gapes, Labour councillors and 
members of the GMB, National Union of 
Teachers and Musicians Union. 

Many passers-by signed a petition to stop the 
closure of a local library and took leaflets in 
support of saving A&E at the borough's King 
George Hospital, a campaign supported by the 
Ilford North Conservative MP Lee Scott, who 
recently voted against increased tuition fees. 

Labour group leader Councillor Bob Littlewood 
said: “We've formed a coalition. What we're 
hoping is that everyone will become aware of 
the things that are happening." 

The activity followed a REFT community 
meeting late last year at which local trade 
unionists, teachers and people who rely on local 
services pledged that they would not let the 
cuts split up communities and let racists profit 
from poverty. 

REFT will join other groups in a public 


_BRIVATIS/ ION 4. meeting, under the slogan Save our Services, at 


Redbridge Town Hall on 14 February. 


Battle stations pees tcint 


YORKSHIRE HOPE not hate is The BNP will obviously not win 
putting out a call to its the seat but it will expect to 
supporters across the county to perform substantially better than 
help them limit the British in Oldham East and Saddleworth 
National Party’s vote in the last month. The constituency 
forthcoming parliamentary by- contains several wards in which 
election in Barnsley Central. the BNP has polled 20-31% in 

While the election, caused by recent years. They include St _ 
the resignation of the disgraced Helens, Darton West, Central and HOPE not hate With the local elections only a 
MP Eric Illsley, has not yet been Monk Bretton. in Yorkshire few months away this campaign 
officially called, we believe it will The BNP is also unlikely to be will be a perfect opportunity for 
be asnap election so we are losing _as divided as in Oldham, where the HOPE not hate campaign to 
no time in getting organised. the local branch virtually build links with the local 

We are holding a Day of Action boycotted the campaign. community. 


on Saturday 5 February and we 
will also be delivering a targeted 
letter to women in key parts of 
the constituency. 
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The last word... | last word... 


HEATON TRIFLES 


One in six British homes has one of his records. Former Housemartins and Beautiful South 


front man Paul Heaton gives us a taste of his northern dark wit. 


What do you know about HOPE 
not hate? 
They defeated the BNP last spring. 


Last year you cycled across England to 
highlight the plight of the traditional 
pub. You've been good to pubs ... 
Yeah, I've been pretty good to them. 

| just didn't want to wake up one 
morning to find the lot had shut down, 
as it seems, regardless of political 
allegiance, there is no one defending 
them and plenty of democratically 
elected “Friends of Tesco's”. 


No one could accuse you of being a 
champagne socialist, then? 

Well not really. | personally feel a 

need to live modestly and always have. 
| live in a terraced house, | don’t own a 
car or any second property or holiday 
home and me kids just go to the 
nearest school, not one for dicks. 

My champagne socialist credentials are 
low but that's not to say | wouldn't 
neck it if it was lying about! 


The X-Factor has had a Take That 
themed night and a Beatles night too. 
Surely we're due a night of (arguably) 
equally successful Paul Heaton songs? 
There's very little chance of that, is 
there? | know Louis Walsh is a fan of 
mine but he's only really Judy to 
Cowell's Punch. Interestingly enough | 
thought on the last X Factor, when they 
did an Elton John evening, it really 
exposed the singers as second rate. 


You once called for the music industry 
to be nationalised. These days the 
record companies don't seem to have 
as much control as they used to? 

The music industry should have been 
nationalised. It would have brought this 
country billions. And what did you get 
instead? A load of musicians who left 
the country anyway complaining about 
high taxes. Record companies have 
been foxed and outwitted by pretty 
much every new development in the 
business in the last 15 years. 
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Paul Heaton 
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If one was to give the London 0 Hull 4 
album a deserved listen again, we'd 
find the themes and content as 
painfully current as they were in 1986 
when the Housemartins released it. 

Has fatherhood and a few million 
record sales dulled your northern spirit? 
Nothing it seems will curb my anger. 
And I'm glad. | enjoy feeling on the 
wrong side of the tracks and | enjoy 
causing harm and mild outrage by saying 
the wrong thing. | love the reaction to a 
new lyric when part of the audience are 
thinking “Did he just say that?” 


Did you really once threaten to give 
Morrissey a slap over his reported 
racist remarks? 

| think | threatened to slap his arse with 
a hot water bottle. Morrissey has that 
Manchester thing going on, that when 
there's a journalist in the room 
(particularly one he knows is easy bait) 
he can be deliberately provocative but 
face to face he's charming and funny. 
Mark E Smith's the same. All “Salford 
this and North Manchester that”, 

if there's a southern journalist there, 


but face to face it's “pine nuts and 
sunkissed tomatoes this and Jamie 
Oliver that”. 


You've previously performed with the 
Grimethorpe Colliery Band and the 
London Community Gospel Choir 
among others. Is there anybody else 
you'd like to work with? 

| don't want to work with anyone other 
than the three lads | work with now. 

I'm too old for personality changes 

(it took me six months to learn this last 
lot's names) and I'm not able to finance a 
colliery band or a Gospel choir these days. 


Other than your love of football, 
politics, music and collecting crisp 
packets, what else about you should 
we know? 

You should know that I'd shoot a small 
child over a bag of Tudor spring onion. 
You should know that I'm very happy 
with who | am and where | am in both 
life and career. Many fading stars have 
severe hang-ups about not being 
famous or “loved” any more. | feel 

it's an amusing time in my life, for 
both retrospect and contemplation. 
Having said that, when my daughter 
asked the other day “Dad, did you used 
to be popular?” | hung her out the 
window by the ankles until the 
neighbours called Social Services! 


Billy Bragg is playing a HnH fundraiser 
in Manchester in March supported by 
Briana Corrigan, two people you know 
quite well. What's the chance of you 
popping along with your harmonica 
and vocal genius? 

I'd love to come along. Anything 
involving Billy has a special buzz about 
it and | was delighted to see Briana 
involved too. | shall try to make it 
along with my very small and 
diminishing posse! @ 
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hate campaign Against fascism and racism 


INVESTIGATIVE 
ANALYTICAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
CAMPAIGNING 


Every month, for 35 years, Searchlight has 
been exposing the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out investigations, reports 
on fascist activity and highlights our own 
campaign. It is the first port of call for 
activists, academics and journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and learn about 
the HOPE not hate campaign around the 
country you should subscribe to Searchlight. 
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France burns 


Subscribing by standing order 
will save you 20% on the cover price and 
protect you from future price rises. 
Searchlight, the essential magazine for HOPE 
not hate organisers. 


® séarchli chit 


Subscribe to Searchlight wy2ont ae) 
£24 UK individuals £18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations 
£36 Europe individuals £43 Non Europe individuals £48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 
Address 
Postcode 


Amount £ 


Or pay by standing order 


Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 
Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford |G5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 


Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 


OVHA ri 


eee PROUDLY PRESENTS 


Ps E = j /| ; ” A REE 


8 


ex-Beautiful South 
ln 
“% 


Ss Supported by 
Unison 


www.hopenothate.org.uk | www.billybragg.co.uk [ibis 


